March 14, 2003

XML Web Services Working Group Information Items for the Components and Governance Subcommittees, March 6, 2003

1. First Meeting of the "Eforms for E-Gov" Pilot Team, EPA West (corner of 14th and Constitution Avenue), Room 6303 West, 10 a.m.-12 noon. Contact Rick Rogers, Team Lead (rick@fenestra.com)
 

This is open to all, but proper ID is required to gain admittance to this Federal Building.  The room accommodates 35 so please register with Rick and we probably will have to limit attendance to one per agency, company, etc. Teleconference will be made available.
 

Important Note: Please plan to arrive 30 minutes early to clear security because we will start promptly at 10 a.m. and will not be able to escort late arrivals again until 11 a.m. during a break in the agenda.
 

See the attached Draft Charter (http://web-services.gov/eformcharter22203.doc) to be discussed and finalized at this first meeting. See previous presentations at http://web-services.gov under Announcements, February 6th and under Past Meetings and Presentations, February 26th.
 

1. Welcome - Rick Rogers, Team Lead.
 

2. Introductions - All.
 

3. The Broader Context of This Pilot - Brand Niemann, Chair, WG.
 

4. Discussion and Approval of Charter - Rick Rogers, Team Lead, and All.
 

5. Presentation/Demonstration: "Eforms for E-Gov" Pilot Team, Creating XML Schema and Supporting Documents with the XML Collaborator: A Case Study with SF424, Kevin Williams, Blue Oxide Technologies. See http://web-services.gov/sf424andXMLCollaborator.ppt
 

6. Discussion of Work Plan (Scope, Deliverables, Schedule)-Rick Rogers, Team Lead, and All.
 

7. Other (Next Meeting, Status Reports from the 16 Eforms Projects, Schedule of Vendor Meetings, etc.).

2. March 17-19, 2003, Open Standards/Source for Federal and State eGovernment Programs Conference, Washington, DC. Enterprise Architecture Driven E-Government with XML Web Services: Open Collaboration with Open Standards. See Abstract and Bios on the next pages. http://www.egovos.org/march-2003/index.html
Monday March 17th: 1. 8:30 a.m. Susan Turnbull, GSA, and Brand Niemann, EPA: Introductions and Overview.

2. 9:00 a.m. Tod Jackson and Steve Wheat, Co-Founders of the OpenEAI Software Foundation: The OpenEAI Project - Open Source Enterprise Application Integration Software and Methodology.
3. 9:45 a.m. John Rehberger, USDA, Managing EAMS As An Open Source Project.

4. 10:30 a.m. Farrukh Najmi, SUN Microsystems, and Joseph Potvin, Public Works and Government Services Canada, An Open Source ebXML Registry For eGov.

11:15-11:45 a.m. Break

5. 11:45 a.m. Joseph Chiusano, Booz Allen Hamilton: Web Services Security and More: The Global XML Web Services Architecture (GXA).

12:30-2:00 p.m. Lunch

6. 2:00 p.m. Robert Haycock, Office of Management and Budget's Federal Enterprise Architecture Program Management Office: The Federal Enterprise Architecture (FEA) - An Overview of Vision and Progress.
7. 2:45 p.m. Rick Rogers, Fenestra: E-Forms for e-Gov: The Use of XML Standards-based Applications.*
3:30-4:00 p.m. Break

8. 4:00 p.m. Kevin William, Blue Oxide Technologies: The XML Collaborator-Industry Standards Interoperability and Applicability to E-Gov Initiatives.*
9. 4:45 p.m. Michael Lang and Ed Falkner, MetaMatrix: The MetaMatrix System for Model-driven Integration with Enterprise Metadata.*
10. 5:30 p.m. Michel Biezunski, Coolheads Consulting: Cognitive Topic Map Web Sites-Aggregating Information Across Individual Agencies and E-Gov Initiatives.*
Tuesday March 18th: 11. 9:00 a.m. Jeff Harrison, Open GIS Consortium: Open Web Services Demonstration and Geospatial One-Stop Portal E-Gov Initiative.*
12. 9:45 a.m. Sam Hunting, eTopicality, Inc.: Goose 1.0: The Open Source, RESTful Topic Map Server.

13. 11:00 a.m. Brian Behlendorf and Michael Kochanik, CollabNet, Collaborative Software Development, Open Source, and Co‑sourcing.*
14. 11:45 a.m. Brian Behlendorf, The Apache Experience
15. 4:45 p.m. Ralph Hodgson, The Potential Of Semantic Technologies for e-Government*
*Formal pilots of the XML Web Services WG of the Emerging Technologies Subcommittee for the CIO Council AIC’s Governance and Components Subcommittees and the FEA Data and Information Reference Model (DRM).

1. Susan Turnbull, GSA, and Brand Niemann, EPA: Introductions and Overview.
The joint theme for the March Universal Access Collaboration Workshop and the XML Web Services Work Group meeting, "Enterprise Architecture Driven E-Government with XML Web Services: Open Collaboration with Open Standards" was prepared as a conference track within the "Open Standards/Source for Federal and Sate eGovernment Programs" Conference at George Washington University on March 17-19.  This EA/XML Web Services conference track includes seven pilots of the XML Web Services WG of the Emerging Technologies Subcommittee for the CIO Council Architecture and Infrastructure’s Governance and Components Subcommittees and the Federal Enterprise Architecture’s Data and Information Reference Model (DRM).
Dates for future Collaboration Expedition Workshop and XML Web Services Work Working Group meetings at the National Science Foundation are: April 15, May 14, and June 17.
2. Tod Jackson and Steve Wheat, The OpenEAI Project.

The purpose of the OpenEAI Project is to discover and document the controlling dynamics, principles, and practices of enterprise application integration and to present, implement, and promote those findings. The OpenEAI Project presents findings in the form of the OpenEAI methodology and OpenEAI software for implementing integrations. We suggest you read the OpenEAI Overview for additional background on enterprise application integration (EAI). The OpenEAI Project is comprised of six distinct, but closely-related departments, which address OpenEAI Methodology, Application Foundation APIs, Message Object API, Message Definitions, Reference Implementations, and Deployment and Administration. The OpenEAI Project is characterized by: collaborative research and development clear understanding and documenting the principles of EAI creation of high-quality software that leads the way in the field open software licenses that acknowledge the need for embedding OpenEAI software in proprietary products The OpenEAI Project is guided by the OpenEAI Software Foundation. The foundation exists to provide organizational, legal, and financial support to the project. Foundation members are individuals who have demonstrated a sustained commitment to the OpenEAI Project and made significant contributions in the form of EAI research and open source development.

President of The OpenEAI Software Foundation which was incorporated in October 2002 and exists to provide organizational, legal, and financial support for the OpenEAI project and closely-related endeavors that may be integrated into the project. The foundation was created with the assistance of the University of Illinois (which gifted seminal EAI work to the OpenEAI Software Foundation) and Open Integration Incorporated. The foundation was incorporated as a membership-based, not-for-profit corporation in order to: ensure that the OpenEAI Project continues to exist beyond the participation of individual volunteers, enable contributions of intellectual property and funds on a sound basis, and provide a framework to limit legal exposure for contributors participating in an expansive open-source project.

3. John Rehberger, Managing EAMS As An Open Source Project.
The Enterprise Architecture Management System (EAMS) is a U.S. government-owned, Web-based tool used to track and analyze an organization’s enterprise architecture. As an automated tool, EAMS simplifies the management of a large amount of information and provides access to this information, relationships among information elements, and work products. EAMS is becoming a popular tool in the federal IT community with approximately 21 federal organizations in the process of reviewing or implementing it.
EAMS is not perfect, and several “early adopter” organizations have identified necessary modifications and desired enhancements. However, it does not make business sense to have separate federal organizations making enhancements to EAMS at the same time. Doing so could result in:
· Spending money for multiple fixes to the same problem simultaneously,
· EAMS “fracturing” with multiple incompatible versions of EAMS arising, and
· An uncoordinated approach that puts the government in a weak negotiating position when dealing with support contractors and will most likely lead to higher support costs.
Thus a consortium of federal agencies is working to manage EAMS an open source development project. Specifically, the U.S. Departments of Housing and Urban Development, Agriculture, and Labor, and the National Technology Alliance arm of the National Imagery and Mapping Agency are in the process of taking EAMS open source. This presentation describes some of the challenges, opportunities, and lessons learned from doing so.
John P. Rehberger is currently the Program Manager for Enterprise Architecture at the U.S. Department of Agriculture. Prior professional experience includes co-authoring federal IT capital decision-making guidance while at the General Accounting Office and owning a computer consulting firm. John's education includes an MBA from George Washington University and an MS in Information Systems from George Mason University.

4. Farrukh Najmi and Joseph Potvin, An Open Source ebXML Registry for eGov.
This talk will begin with an overview of ebXML Registry V3 specification. It will then describe how ebXML V3 implementations are being used in eGov projects. An open source implementation of ebXML Registry will be described next followed by a brief demonstration of the technology.

Farrukh is a principal author of the ebXML Registry Specifications. He is the specification lead for Java API for XML Registries. He is currently leading ebxmlrr, a royalty free open source implementation of ebXML Registry and JAXR specifications. He is working with several eGov projects world wide to further adoption of ebXML Registry standard and ebxmlrr.

Mr. Potvin is a senior economist and systems architect, serving as a member of the management team of the Enterprise Architecture & Standards Directorate, Government Telecommunications and Informatics Program (GTIP), in Public Works and Government Services Canada. As the coordinator for a community of departmental experts on software architecture methods and processes, he is very active in increasing understanding and engagement by the Canadian Government of open source software business models, both for software production and the selection of existing solutions. His group is assisting two Government of Canada projects with the use of the open source ebXMLrr Registry/Repository, initiated at SUN Microsystems http://www.sourceforge.net/projects/ebxmlrr. In 1999-2000 he led one of the first open source software releases by the Government of Canada http://www.sourceforge.net/projects/opa, a project that is now heading to version 3.0. Outside of his government responsibilities, Mr. Potvin is Coordinator of GOSLING (Getting Open Source Logic INto Governments http://www.goslingcommunity.org), an emerging community of practice that helps professionals working for governments anywhere to understand how their organizations can benefit from engaging the open source business model in the selection and use of IM/IT solutions, as well as in their own production and sharing of solutions.

5. Joseph Chiusano, The Global XML Web Services Architecture (GXA).
The Global XML Web Services Architecture (GXA) initiative is a protocol framework designed to provide a consistent model for building infrastructure-level protocols for Web services and applications. In addition to this underlying protocol framework, GXA defines a family of pluggable infrastructure protocols that provide applications with commonly needed services such as security, reliability, and multi-party agreement. GXA provides a set of common facilities that are needed by a wide number of Web services and applications, built on the foundation of XML and SOAP. Some of the specifications released to date include: · WS-Security - Provides a security language for Web services; enhances SOAP messaging with credential exchange, message integrity, and message confidentiality · WS-Policy - A general-purpose specification describing how to express enterprise security policies · WS-Routing - Describes mechanisms for routing SOAP messages without the need to rely on underlying transport mechanisms. · WS-Transaction – Adds transactional/coordination capabilities to Web services · WS-Inspection – Provides a means for flexible discovery of Web services, regardless of the mechanism used to describe them (WSDL, UDDI, etc.) This presentation will provide an overview, history, and future of the GXA initiative, as well as a brief overview of each specification that comprises GXA.

Joseph Chiusano is a Senior Consultant at Booz Allen Hamilton, based in McLean Virginia. His technology background includes such diverse areas as systems architecture, relational database applications design and development, operating system development, and XML consulting. Mr. Chiusano possesses in-depth knowledge in many aspects of XML and XML-related technologies, including Web services, XML schemas, digital security, XML registries, and XML vocabularies.
6. Robert Haycock, The Federal Enterprise Architecture (FEA) - An Overview of Vision and Progress.

To facilitate efforts to transform the Federal Government into one that is citizen-centered, results-oriented, and market-based, the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) is developing the Federal Enterprise Architecture (FEA), a business-based framework for Government-wide improvement. The FEA is being constructed through a collection of interrelated "reference models" designed to facilitate cross-agency analysis and the identification of duplicative investments, gaps, and opportunities for collaboration within and across Federal Agencies. These include: Performance Reference Model (PRM) Business Reference Model (BRM) Service Component Reference Model (SRM) Technology Reference Model (TRM) Data and Information Reference Model (DRM) Information Technology (IT), and its overarching capability to support Electronic Government (E-Gov) has rapidly evolved during the last few years and is a critical component to supporting transformation efforts. Whereas traditionally, COTS and GOTS applications were built using proprietary and vendor-specific technologies, the principles of E-Gov embrace technology reuse, component and service interoperability, access and delivery channels, E-Gov patterns, and component-based architectures. Moreover, forward-thinking principles which assist in the transformation and delivery of customer (or citizen) services that embrace cost reduction and operational efficiency. To support these principles, and to assist the Federal Agencies, the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) is releasing a set of Federal Reference Models that describe (and outline) technology service capabilities (i.e., Customer Relationship Management, Search, Portal, etc) as well as the technologies, industry-standards, platforms, and emerging technologies to support the delivery of these services. While several technologies can assist in this "game-changing" transformation, only a few can be considered as the enabling cornerstones. Extensible Markup Language (XML) and Web Services provide a foundation to assist in Horizontal and Vertical Information Sharing, while providing an underlying framework to support the delivery of services. XML provides the Federal Government with a standard and consistent means to classify/describe information that may be shared, exchanged, or delivered to stakeholder in, and across, the business value-chain. Web Services, in the broadest context, provide stakeholders with the ability to leverage existing (and proven) business services, data warehouses, knowledge repositories, and intellectual capital - independent of technology platform and geographical boundary. Both XML and Web Service create a foundation to support the horizontal and vertical integration of federal, state, local, and municipal government services. This level of interoperability, an integrated U.S. Government, will provide citizens with an avenue of approach, to engage the services of an integrated U.S. Government.

Acting Manager, Federal Enterprise Architecture - Program Management Office - Responsible for development of the Federal Enterprise Architecture to provide a business and technology framework for the 24 Presidential Management E-Gov Initiatives and to help align Federal IT investments with the President's Management Agenda.
7. Rick Rogers, E-Forms for e-Gov: The Use of XML Standards-based Applications.
Fenestra Technologies has been tapped to lead the CIO Council’s E-Forms Task Force - an emerging priority of the Office of Management and Budget. Working under the direction of the XML Web Services Working Group and Brand Niemann, Chair, Fenestra will conduct a pilot study and also facilitate the collaboration of other vendors involved in related projects. The ultimate goal is to help identify best practices for e-forms as they relate to the e-government universe. For further information about the XML Web Services Working Group view http://web-services.gov/. The E-Forms Task Force welcomes additional vendor participation. Contact rick@fenestra.com for details.

As founder and CEO, Mr. Rogers is the visionary and project leader for Fenestra's work with the U.S. Bureau of the Census. Rick is spearheading a major undertaking with the U.S. Census Bureau to convert 650 surveys into electronic forms (10-12 pages/each), which will be distributed to millions of businesses in 2002. Recent articles in Government Computer News and Washington Technology highlight a key Fenestra innovation - the Generalized Instrument Design System (GIDS). The technology facilitates metadata reuse and should reduce respondent burden for the 2002 Economic Census (a key initiative which takes place every 5 years, to millions of businesses across the country). GIDS is also being used for the publishing phase of American FactFinder, for the 2000 Decennial Census. Rick began his career with the Data Interchange Standards Association as a database manager, and represented a United States technical position at an EDIFACT (United Nations) meeting in Geneva.

8. Kevin Williams, The XML Collaborator-Industry Standards Interoperability and Applicability to E-Gov Initiatives.
Blue Oxide’s XML Collaborator has been selected as one of the six incubator pilot projects of the Federal CIO Council’s XML Web Services Working Group. Recently formed as part of the Leveraging Technology Subcommittee of the Federal CIO Council’s Architecture and Infrastructure Committee, the goal of the XML Web Services Working Group is to “accelerate the effective and appropriate implementation of XML Web services technology in the federal government.” In pursuit of this goal, XML Collaborator is being used to define, register and publish federal XML Web service definitions and XML Schemas to provide support for various E-Gov initiatives and the other incubator pilot projects. Using XML Collaborator also allows government personnel to gain experience with the emerging “publish, find, bind” paradigm associated with the service-oriented architecture of XML Web services.

Kevin Williams is a software architect, technical author and technology trainer. He is a founder of Blue Oxide Technologies (www.blueoxide.com), an XML and XML Web services software company. Blue Oxide develops XML design collaboration and registry software to help companies, consortia participants, and other large groups work together to quickly create and share XML document structures and XML Web service interfaces. Over the last thirteen years he has architected and implemented software and Web solutions for clients in financial services, healthcare, communications, manufacturing and government. He is a prolific author, having co-written ten books on XML and related technologies for Wrox Press, including "Professional XML Databases" and "Professional XML for .NET Developers". His column "XML for Data" is a regular feature on IBM's DeveloperWorks site and he has recently authored articles on XML and .NET for Intel's Developer's Services site. Prior to founding Blue Oxide, Kevin was a senior software architect for Veridian and a senior consultant at a variety of Mid-Atlantic technology firms including Plural and RDA.

9. Michael Lang, Standards Based Architecture for Federated Information Management.
Metadata management and modeling standards from the Object Management Group (OMG) are used in conjunction with XML based standards, XML schema and UDDI to construct a Federated Data Management Architecture. Systems based on the architecture are Service Based and provide real-time access to a wide array of disparate physical information systems.

Michael Lang is EVP of Metamatrix, Inc where he is responsible for Development and Sales. He has 20 years experience in the software industry including work at Bridge Information Sytems, Reuters, Network Imaging, and Metamatrix.

10. Michel Biezunski, Cognitive Topic Map Web Sites: Aggregating Information Across Individual Agencies and E-Gov Initiatives.
The Data and Information Reference Model (DRM) needs to use XML-based standards to render information differently for different types of users. Topic Maps (ISO/IEC 13250:2000-2002): Provides for cross-organization navigation to ease public access to government web sites. Provides ways to manage vocabularies and ontologies consistently across domains. Provides multiple perspectives and multiple ways to access information (e.g., multiple languages). Each agency can preserve its specific vocabularies, taxonomies, ontologies. Each agency can have as many topic maps as necessary. Higher level cross-agency mapping for integrating topics: Creation of associations between topics, preserving scope (place of origin). High-level maintenance possible without interfering with organization of knowledge in each agency. Cross-navigation possible without need to have a unique vocabulary. Not realistic to plan for a taxonomy that would encompass all aspects covered by the Business Reference Model.

Michel Biezunski is an internationally recognized expert in the field of information management. He has invented and promoted new ways of finding information, accelerating access to information which is really needed, and helping organize vast corpora of information assets. His working experience covers various domains, including the publishing, finance, healthcare, and media industries, and governmental agencies. Michel's focus is in the area of XML/SGML Applications, Topic Maps, navigation models within complex information sets, and hyperlink-based models. He participated in the development of the HyTime standard, and is recognized as the inventor of the Topic Maps standards, together with Steven R. Newcomb. He has written many articles and developed and conducted numerous workshops (often in collaboration with Steve Newcomb) centered on these new technologies.

11. Jeff Harrison, Open Web Services Demonstration and Geospatial One-Stop Portal E-Gov Initiative.
The OGC Geospatial One-Stop Portal Initiative (GOS-PI) aims to build a standards-based portal for geospatial information discovery, access, and mapping. OGC is partnering with the Geospatial One-Stop project on this work. Led by the Department of the Interior, GOS is one of 24 US Office of Management and Budget E-Government initiatives to improve effectiveness, efficiency, and customer service throughout all layers of government. Geospatial One-Stop builds upon National Spatial Data Infrastructure objectives to enhance interoperability among geographic components of government activities. More information about Geospatial One-Stop is available at http://www.geo-one-stop.gov/. GOS-PI is part of OGC's Interoperability Program, a global, collaborative, hands-on engineering and testing program that rapidly delivers proven candidate specifications into OGC's Specification Program, where they are formalized for public release. In OGC's Interoperability Initiatives, international teams of technology providers work together to solve specific geoprocessing interoperability problems posed by the Initiative's sponsoring organizations. Questions about the Interoperability Program and GOS-PI should be addressed to Mr. Jeff Harrison, Executive Director, jharrison@opengis.org, (703) 491-9543.

Jeff directs OGC's Interoperability Program that provides an industry consensus process to develop, test, demonstrate, and promote the use of interfaces and protocols that enable interoperable geoprocessing. The Interoperability Program organizes and manages Interoperability Initiatives that address the following needs of industry and government Sponsors: "Plug and Play" Geoprocessing, Collaborating Communities, and Outreach and Education. See http://www.opengis.org/ogcInterop.htm for more details.

12. Sam Hunting, Goose 1.0: The Open Source, RESTful Topic Map Server.
Goose is an open-source, optimized database server for topic map applications (ISO 13250). Goose is designed using the REST (Representational State Transfer) architectural style, so there is built-in support for HTTP. Any web browser can be used to obtain statistical information, index views, or query results from topic maps served from Goose. Alternatively, topic map information can be delivered as a web service. In REST, hypertext is the engine of application state. Topic maps provide a powerful representation of hypertext that is "high octane" for such an engine. RESTful delivery of topic map information will be demonstrated using Goose to serve a topic map of 100,000 nodes that federates two taxonomies: the US SIC (Standard Industrial Code) and NAFTA NAICS (North American Industrial Classification System). The Goose distribution includes features like: * Simple installation and set up. No RDBMS backend needs to be configured. * A SQL-like query language, STMQL (Subject-based Topic Map Query Language) * An HTML-based topic map browser A set of client applications and development libraries in C and Python are included in the distribution. The distribution uses the MIT license. Goose is available for download at http://www.gooseworks.org.

Sam Hunting is the president of eTopicality, Inc., a consultancy whose service offerings include topic map development, content analysis, and DTD development (http://www.etopicality.com). He was a founding member of TopicMaps.Org, which developed the XML Topic Maps (XTM) specification. He is a co-author of the XTM 1.0 DTD. He is a co-author of the draft Reference Model for Topic Maps (ISO 13250). He is the technical editor of XML Topic Maps: Creating and Maintaining Topic Maps for the Web, from Addison-Wesley. He is a co-founder of the GooseWorks project for creating open source topic map tools (http://www.gooseworks.org). He has been working with markup technology for over 10 years.

13. Brian Behlendorf and Michael Kochanik, Collaborative Software Development, Open Source, and Co‑sourcing.
Any given body of software could be generally divided into two categories representing the code base; 1. Non‑diffentiating/Non‑value Added Code and 2. Differentiating/Value Added Code. Annually governments and businesses waste millions of dollars on the redundant development of non‑differentiating/non value added software. This situation give rise to the opportunity for enterprises and government agencies, even those that would be otherwise competitive, to consider collaborative or co‑sourced development for the non‑differentiating/non‑value added parts of the code base. In order to be successful at this peer based production of collaboratively developed software, the participants need to adopt new processes, manage intellectual property rights, and negotiate significant cultural change for software development in their organizations. This presentation will discuss how practices, which are inherent to the open source design process, can be employed to help organization implement co‑sourced collaborative development. As required, the presentation will employ actual cases studies and active open source development programs to demonstrate the process and technologies involved.

Brian  is co‑founder and CTO of CollabNet, started in 1999. Prior to that  he was CTO at Organic Online, as well as the founding engineer at Wired Magazine and Hotwired. He was also a founder of the Apache Group, which later became the Apache Software Foundation, where he serves as board member and previously as president.

Mike Kochanik joined CollabNet as Director of Sales in December 1999 from Geodesic Systems, a leading provider of Java memory management technologies for Sun Microsystems, where he served as Eastern Regional Director of Sales. Prior to working at Geodesic Systems, Mike was Director of Product Marketing at IKOS Systems, a leading provider of large scale integrated circuit verification tools, where he helped develop the first language based simulators based on the VHDL, a hardware description design language. Mike started his career in technology with Lockheed Martin, where he was a Senior Systems Engineer working on the Trident Missile programs and FAA programs. Since joining CollabNet from it's inception, Mike has helped to develop the strategic vision of how collaborative strategies can be leveraged by commercial firms and has extensive experience in working with Global 2000 firms on enterprise level collaboration initiatives in almost every industry vertical including financial services, pharmaceuticals, telecommunication, and technology. Recently, he also helped to form, The Software Conversancy, a non-profit organization for the mitigation of copyright risks associated with collaborative software development. Mike holds a Bachelor of Engineering degree from Stevens Institute of Technology and a MBA from Seton Hall University.
14. Brian Behlendorf, The Apache Experience

Since 1998, the Apache Software Foundation has served as an intersection for programmers, and often the companies who pay their salaries, to collaborate around standards-driven server-side infrastructure software. What drew this group together? How do they make decisions, at both a code level and as an organization? Can it serve as a template for other groups looking for structure around their efforts, looking for ways to encourage corporate involvement? These questions and more will be explored.
Brian is co-founder and CTO of CollabNet, started in 1999. Prior to that he was CTO at Organic Online, as well as the founding engineer at Wired Magazine and Hotwired. He was also a founder of the Apache Group, which later became the Apache Software Foundation, where he serves as board member and previously as president.
15. Ralph Hodgson, The Potential Of Semantic Technologies for e-Government
Knowledge Technologies are traditionally understood as ways of connecting people with knowledge. With the advent of web services and the importance of application integration, a new role has emerged - shepherding the knowledge that resides and moves between systems. Today, successful applications of knowledge technology range from search and asset reuse to semantic mapping and data integration. This talk provides an introduction to the semantic technologies that are being developed to support the next generation of web services systems. The talk will describe possible application of these technologies in support of the Federal Enterprise Architecture for e-Government. A conceptual overview will be given of a system, accessible through WEB Services, that will allow agencies, other governments, businesses, and citizens to make queries about the FEA model and to find capabilities that support agency services.
Ralph Hodgson is a partner and co-founder of TopQuadrant, Inc., a consulting company specializing in knowledge-based solutions, the semantic WEB and ontology engineering. He has over 25 years experience, in the United States and internationally in enterprise systems design, consulting, software development and methodology development and deployment. Prior to launching TopQuadrant he was an Executive Consultant at IBM Global Services from 1994 to 2001 where he was a founding member of Portal and Java and Emerging Technology practices. Prior to IBM, Ralph was European Technology Director, founder and Managing Director of an international CASE tools vendor.

