DRAFT

Semantic Interoperability Special Interest Group (SI/SIG)
Authority

The Semantic Interoperability Special Interest Group (SI/SIG) is established by a group of individuals, each representing their agencies, organizations, etc. for the purpose furthering our mutual interests and needs in achieving “semantic interoperability”, “semantic data integration”, etc. within and across our agencies and organizations through meetings, tutorials, conferences, pilot projects, etc. We neither claim, nor imply, any formal endorsement by any agency or organization, but seek to work cooperatively with all as a “collaborative network of people” towards goals and results of mutual interest and need.

Purpose

Some of the purposes suggested for the Semantic Interoperability SIG are as follows:

1. Serve as an open forum to offer advice and guidance to practitioners;

2. Cultivate communities of practice;

3. Provide feedback on proposed pilots and projects;

4. Help make incremental progress towards the “Semantic Web” vision;

5. Foster strategic partnerships and collaborative networks.

We expect that the “Strategy White Paper and Educational Tool to Promote the Awareness of Semantic Technology and Secure the Necessary Resources” commissioned at our first organizing meeting, will help refine this.
Expected Outcomes

The efforts of the Semantic Interoperability SIG can contribute to these outcomes: 

· Development of the Federal Enterprise Architecture Data and Information Reference Model (DRM) to include semantic interoperability.
· Suggested “Best Practices” for achieving semantic interoperability, semantic data integration, etc.
· Government and private organization data examples for Semantic Web/Technology tutorials and training.
· Suggestions for additional tools, standards, etc. to continue progress.
· Regular meetings, conferences, etc. to provide a forum for all to share their work and receive feedback.
Deliverables

A Web site that documents the work of the SI/SIG for all to access and use. 

Leadership and Membership

The Leadership (co-chairs) will be selected by the organizing committee for the first year (Rick Morris and Brand Niemann) and then by open elections by the active membership in each subsequent year of operation.
Membership shall be open to all without restriction and those that will actively participate in hosting meetings, supporting conferences, and contributing program content are especially encouraged to participate.
