Meeting of the Semantic Interoperability Community of Practice
Jan 15, 2004, EPA Conference Room

Present:

Rick Morris - rick.morris@us.army.mil

Brand Niemann - niemann.brand@epa.gov

Jie-Hong Morrison  - jiehong@comcast.net

Nancy Faget - Nancy.G.Faget@us.army.mil

Peter Haglich - phaglich@isx.com

Owen Ambur - Owen_Ambur@fws.gov

Michael Clark - michael.m.clark@saic.com

Dan Parvas - dparvaz@csi-inc.com

Dean Allemang - dallemang@topquadrant.com

Jim Hendler - hendler@cs.umd.edu

Yaser Bishr - yaserb@imagem.cc

Irene Polikoff - irene@topquadrant.com

Meeting convened at 1:10 pm

Attendee introductions:

Jie-Hong Morrison - integrating taxonomies with other applications,

project to integrate with jiehong@comcast.net

Nancy Faget - Army Corps of Engineers

Pete Haglich - ISX

Mike Clark - Army, G6 Enterprise Integration AKO Army Enterprise

Portal

Owen Ambur - XML Working Group

Yaser Bishr - Imagine Matters  

Dan Parvaz - CSI.  Computational Linguist, working with gov't,

ontology interoperability, ontology dev't, tools to do that in graph

fashion

Dean Allemang, TopQuadrant

Irene Polikoff - White Paper, introducing Semantic Tech in Govt. 

Brand Niemann EPA - works for EPA dept. CIO.  Member of CIO Council’s Emerging

Technology Subcommittee

Prof Jim Hendler - (former) Program Manager of DAML (DARPA), prof at U of Maryland

Absent: Mike DaConta, Ken Gill, Peter Yim

Many resources for this meeting are available at http://web-services.gov/

Additions to Agenda:   none 

Review of Agenda and materials

Other meetings - Oasis meeting Jan 27, Taxonomies for eGov't (free for

anyone, but Oasis members have priority for limited space).

Agenda item 1.  (Welcome and Introductions (Rick Morris and Brand Niemann))

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Introductory Remarks - Rick Morris

Discussion of top-down, bottom-up, inside-out methodology for

organizational change, adoption for semantic integration. 

Suggestion: The group charter document should capture a consensus

about this topic. 

Relevant work: DaConta's work on connecting taxonomies of different

granularity.  Available at http://web-services.gov/

Discussion of this group's organization.  Brand announced that km.gov

has been abolished as a working group under CIO council (all working

groups as well). This group therefore must now be aligned with

existing subcommittee.  We are doing it under the Emerging Technology

subcommittee (which is nothing more than the sum of its interest

groups).

Nancy Faget suggested that this group might want to align itself with

the NIST ontology group. 

Brand Niemann drew the group's attention to the eGov Act of 2002  

Two points of interest

  Interagency Committee on Gov't Information (Bev Godwin and Bob Haycock)

  5 pilots for information integration

Taxonomy Strategies to develop a "citizen centered information model"

for FirstGov

Agenda item 2. (Discussion of Draft Mission and Charter (All))

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

A strong concern for operationalization was expressed by all parties;

this group does not want to be merely a discussion group, but a group

that enables action.  Jie-Hong proposed a phased model of the group's

activities. 

Rick spoke the following words, which might be good candidates for

inclusion in the charter: 

"We should add to the charter, core purpose - support

operationalization of semantic capabilities through systematic

interaction to generate capabilities that are then packaged in a way

so they are not endless chat, so we drive home what we think might be

a good way to go, draw operational experience back in, in an iterative

learning process."

Motion proposed (Brand): Assign the following tasks to amend the charter.  

 1) Determine technology solution for collaboration

 2) Amend the charter to have more action words. 

 3) Amend charter to be explicit about open/inclusive/growth nature

 4) Change the name of the group to a "Community of Practice"

      (rather than SIG)

MOTION CARRIED.  Mike and Rick accepted the task.

Discussion about the statement in the charter that this group does

"not represent the organizations".  No motion was made. 

Agenda item 3. (Discussion of White Paper Outline)

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

(updates to be made by Jie-Hong and Irene)

White paper:

Issues about the white paper were raised:

Issue:  Loaded issues of the name "Federal Government" - our scope could go

beyond federal (state and local) and beyond government (the citizen)

Issue:  Citizen-Centric Services

Issue:  Audience More than just executives?

We want to address lots of people, but there is a hole in the

"executive target", then grow it later.   This led to the discussion

of the purpose of the white paper - to define this group, or to be an

executive overview of Semantic Interoperability for government use?

Both are valuable.

Issue:  Focus: Semantic Web, Semantic Technology, or Semantic Interoperability?

Issue: Definition of "Semantics" and how the audience (e.g., CIOs)

will understand it. 

Issue: Use scenarios have to address the business value (the audience

doesn't care about the implementation). 

Mike provides input for this:  His CIO was motivated by the problem of

mining knowledge into re-usable granules.  Knowledge re-use.    I have

knowledge assets that we can't access.  "Network-centric warfare"

Issue: Should "risks" be a point on section 3 or 4?

Motion proposed: Make the white paper have the same title as the SIG (Semantic

 Interoperability) 

MOTION FAILED

Motion proposed

 The members will send title and outline suggestions (by

 Friday, 30 Jan)  to Jie-Hong and Irene.  J-H and Irene will take

 care of content.  Title will be brought back for the next meeting.  

 A draft will be made available to the membership by Feb 6. 

MOTION CARRIED.  Note that all members are tasked to provide this

input to Jie-Hong and Irene (see addresses above)

Agenda item 4. (Report on Semantic Interoperability Work in the

Federal Enterprise Architecture (FEA) Data and Information Reference

Model (DRM) (Brand Niemann and Ken Gill))

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Agenda item 5. (Discussion of "Designing the Smart Data Enterprise" (Mike Daconta))

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Removed from agenda. 

Agenda item 6.  Discussion of New Taxonomy Work 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

At http://web-services.gov/ check out SmartResponse (GeoResponse)(voice XML) translate

voice to text (XML) and back

Agenda Item 7. Special Recognition Presentation

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Congratulations to Yaser Bishr on the Geospatial Semantic Pilot(EPA

hosted GIS day here at hqs)  

Agenda item 8. (Discussion of "Geospatial Semantic Interoperability

Proposal" and "eGov_SmartServices Discussion Group" (Yahoo) (Yaser

Bishr)) 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Proposal for further work in to EPA; funds not available pending budget decisions. 

Agenda item 9.  Report on TopMIND Tutorials and Gov't Data Examples

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

TopQuadrant presents TopMIND courses with Jim Hendler.    Next

presentation in DC Area Feb 10-13 (see

http://www.topquadrant.com/seminars/topmind.htm for details)

Agenda item 10. Planning for the Second Semantic Technology for eGov Conference

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Reprise of Sept. 8 conference on Semantic Technologies in

eGovernment to be held.  Perhaps larger vendors (Sun? IBM?) will be

present. 

Agenda item 11.  W3C RDF and OWL are proposed recommendations

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Removed from agenda

Agenda item 12. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Next meeting  Thursday, Feb 19 1-4

ISX conference room, Alexandria, VA (confirmed)
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