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Activities Report #15 to the Architecture and Infrastructure Committee
Report #14 to the Emerging Technology Subcommittee
XML Web Services Working Group

Brand Niemann, Chair (also member of the OMB SAWG)
http://web-services.gov

1. Highlights
September 2, 2003, Registration for September 8th Conference tops 160 for the White House Conference Center that only accommodates 110 and EPA CIO, Kim Nelson, to speak. Please confirm attendance if government ASAP.

September 2, 2003, Componenttechnology,org Web site upgraded as part of September 11th launch of eGov Pilot projects under the SBIR/STTC and the SBIR Program Managers Meeting hosted by the US Environmental Protection Agency. Presentation to be posted soon.

August 28, 2003, Working Group Chair participates in day-long panel for the Information Discovery and Data Exploitation Technical Exchange Meeting (TEM) of the Intelligence Community Metadata Working Group (IC MWG).

August 25, 2003, Working Group Chair "finds more enjoyment in creating an environment in which people with energy can thrive" in Federal Computer Week Profile.

2. Upcoming Meetings and Presentations

September 8, 2003, Semantic Technologies for E-Gov Conference (Template) at the White House Conference Center. Register with TopQuadrant to obtain an invitation due to space limitations.

September 10-12, 2003, Enterprise Architecture eGov Conference, September 11, Session 3-2: Using Web Services to Support Your Enterprise Architecture, 1:15-2:30 p.m.

September 17-19, 2003, National Entrepreneurial Conference and Expo, Washington Hilton & Towers, Washington, D.C. Participation details in process.

September 24, 2003, HP Federal Services Web Services Best Practices Workshop (Outline) - The first in a series of special one-day vendor technical workshops on Web Services as part of Phase 2 of the XML Web Services for E-Gov Pilots, at the White House Conference Center. Register with HP Federal Services to obtain an invitation due to space limitations.

September 29, 2003, XML Authoring/Editing Forum, tentatively scheduled.
2. Upcoming Meetings and Presentations (continued)

September 30, 2003, Collaboration Expedition Workshop #28 and XML Web Services Working Group Meeting. Agendas in process. Report on the New Pilot:  "Web Services and Registries" (Joe Chiusano, Work Plan). XML Web Services Working Group graduates all pilots and itself - come join the celebration! Work continues in the Emerging Technology Subcommittee to foster (1) pilots with the agencies under the SBA's SBIR/STTR (announcement) and (2) selected emerging technologies like the Semantic Web (see September 8th Conference) and External Web Services (see September 24th Workshop).

3. Update to DRM Comments, to the AIC, August 25, 2003

(1) While ISO 11179 is emphasized because of considerable legacy work and MOF is considered more useful currently, the Semantic Web technologies of RDF and OWL have much more mature and capable data models for semantic integration and interoperability and provides a convergence of the four data communities (document, Web, database, and programming).See http://www.w3.org/2003/08/owl-pressrelease

(2) Data Independence is step one (Michael Daconta's "Declaration of Data Independence" for the upcoming September 8th Conference on Semantic Technologies for eGov - http://www.topquadrant.com/conferences/stgov03.html):

(a) Data is more important than applications.

(b) Data value increases with the number of connections it shares. 

(c) Data about data can expand to as many layers as there are meanings.

(d) Data modeling harmony is the alignment of syntax, semantics, and pragmatics.

(e) Data and logic are the yin and yang of information processing.

(f) Data modeling makes the implicit explicit and the transparent apparent. 

(g) Data standardization is not amenable to competition.  

(h) Data modeling must be decentralized.

(i) Data relations must not be based on probability or luck.

(j) Data is truly independent when the next generation need not reinvent it.

(3) The Intelligence Community Metadata Working Group (IC MWG) as a DRM Governance Model (http://www.xml.saic.com/icml/)

(a) Establish by IC Chief Information Officer (CIO) Executive Council.

(b) Promulgates the April 2003 IC Policy requiring IC-wide use of the IC XML standards for metadata and metadata markup. Also identifies and harmonizes enterprise-level metadata and metadata markup standards.

(c) Developing community-wide standard XML metadata models including security-marking constructs that assist writers with application of Controlled Access Program Coordination Office (CAPCO) marking instructions. Subsequent standards will address digital signatures, encryption, and public key management.

(d) Developing an IC metadata registry and registry services.

(d) Currently working on the Terrorist Watchlist Person Data Exchange Standard XML Tags and Schema.

(e) Work is accomplished in regular Technical Exchange Meetings (TEM) and Team meetings.
4. "Semantic Technologies for e-Gov ", Monday, September 8th, 2003

White House Conference Center, Truman Room (3rd floor), 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

8:30 a.m. - Welcome and Logistics - Brand Niemann, Chair, XML Web Services Working Group.
8:45 a.m. - Keynote: "The Semantic Web" - Eric Miller, Activity Lead for W3C's Semantic Web Initiative.

9:30 a.m. - Invited Talk: "Data Independence and the Roadmap to the Semantic Web", Michael Daconta, Chief Scientist, McDonald Bradley.
10:00 a.m. Morning Break.

10:15 a.m. "Positioning Semantic Technologies: The Emerging Vendor Landscape", Irene Polikoff, Executive Partner, TopQuadrant.

10:45 a.m. Introducing the Semantic Application Gallery and Vendors, Dr. Dean Allemang, TopQuadrant, with short statements from participating Vendors.

11:15a.m. Audience Participation, Susan Turnbull, CIO Council's Emerging Technology Subcommittee.
12:00 p.m. - Gallery Lunch (for those who order catered in) and tour of the exhibits in the "Semantic Applications Gallery" in the Lincoln Room (2nd floor).

1:30 p.m. Ralph Hodgson, CEO TopQuadrant and Pilot Lead: Welcome back- Overview of Part 2 and Semantic Technology Pilots "Potential of Semantic Technologies for eGovernment".
2:00 p.m. Interactive Panels discuss "Applying Semantic Technologies in Government": 

Part 1: "Framing the Questions" .
- The Problem Owners Panelists introduce themselves and state their problems, challenges and questions.
- The Solution Provider Panelists introduce themselves.
Part II: "Exploring Answers"

 - Panel Discussion Moderators, Ralph Hodgson and Dr. Robert Coyne, TopQuadrant, Inc. briefly summarize what has been heard to initiate and facilitate the discussion

- Discussion between Problem Owners, Solution Providers and the audience.
3:45 p.m. Closing Keynote: "Semantic Web Services", Professor Jim Hendler, Director, Semantic Web and Agent Technologies, Maryland Information and Network Dynamics Lab, University of Maryland and co-chair of the W3C Web Ontology Working Group.

4:30 p.m. - Closing Remarks and Some Next Steps - Brand Niemann and Susan Turnbull, CIO Council's Emerging Technology Subcommittee.
4:45 p.m. - Adjourn

5:00 p.m. - Conference Center closes
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