7/12/04
Activities Report #15 to the Architecture and Infrastructure Committee
and the Emerging Technology Subcommittee
From Brand Niemann, Representative to the Governance and Components Subcommittees, http://web-services.gov and http://www.componenttechnology.org
1. Highlights (see http://web-services.gov for links)
July 9, 2004, Call for Papers for the Second Semantic Technologies for eGovernment Conference, September 8-9, at MITRE, McLean, Virginia. (Recall that the first conference, September 8, 2003, was held at the White House Conference Center, which was too small for the number requesting attendance and does not provide the remote participation that the MITRE facility does for the September 8-9, 2004, event). See SICoP Meeting Agenda for details (especially slides 18-19).

July 8, Best Practices for Adopting Service-Oriented Architectures: Dynamic Knowledge Repositories (DKR), Best Practices in Categorizing Government Information Forum, Federal Interagency Committee on Government Information, U.S. EPA Headquarters, East Building, Room 1153, 1201 Constitution Avenue, NW, Washington, DC. Also for AIC Meeting, July 15th, Collaboration Expedition Workshop, August 17th, and EA Conference, September 21st.

July 7, Two CT Awards Given at the "Swing for the Fences-Seed Investing for Entrepreneurs" Seminar to Maurice Swinton, former SBA Assistant Administrator, Office of Technology (SBIR/STTR), currently Senator Enzi’s Office Staff for the Committee on Small Business and Entrepreneurship and Dan Loague, Executive Director of the National Association of Seed and Venture Funds. See componenttechnology.Org

June 30, 2004, University - Industry Collaboration, George Mason University, Professor Arun Sood, Professor and Chair, Computer Science Department, The Use of Ontology Filters to Increase the Relevance of Web Searches.

June 19, Componenttechnology.Org Presented to "From Lab to IPO: The Hi-Tech Start-Up, The George Washington University, Virginia Campus. Angel Investor Conference Planned for May 17/18, 2005.

2. Upcoming Meetings and Presentations (see http://web-services.gov for links)
July 13, 2004, Collaboration Expedition-Emerging Technology Workshop #34 at the NSF.  Postponed until September 17th.

July 14, 1004, KM.Gov Meeting, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m., Brief Report on SICoP and Pilot - Best Practices for Adopting Service-Oriented Architectures: Dynamic Knowledge Repositories (DKR), at the World Bank, J Building, 18th & Pennsylvania Avenue, Washington, DC.

2. Upcoming Meetings and Presentations (see http://web-services.gov for links) (continued)
August 17, 2004, Collaboration Expedition-Emerging Technology Workshop #35 at the NSF. Enterprise Architecture Best Practices - Knowledge Management Repository. Organized by Rick Murphy (Blueprint Technologies and IAC) and Jay Peltz (Km.Gov WG and FederalConnections.Org) (details to follow including Service Taxonomy-Driven Approach to Structuring Both the Repository and the Community of Practice-See Slides 30 and 36).

August 30-September 3, 2004, Army Knowledge Symposium, Fort Lauderdale, Florida, Semantic Web Track. May include SICoP Meeting for August.

September 8-9, 2004, Second Semantic Technologies for eGov Conference at MITRE!

September 13, 2004, SpeechTEK, New York, GeoResponse.Com Voice XML Web Service Application Presentation (tentative).

September 17, 2004, Collaboration Expedition-Emerging Technology Workshop #34 at the NSF.

September, 20-22, 2004, Enterprise Architecture Conference, September 21, 2:15-3:30 p.m., Session 3-5: Best Practices for Adopting Service-Oriented Architectures: Service Taxonomy, Federated Repository, and Semantic Interoperability (Ontology).

September 22, 2004, LandView 6 Workshop for State Data Centers.

October 19, 2004, Collaboration Expedition-Emerging Technology Workshop #36 at the NSF.

October 25, 2004, Fifth Emerging Technology Components Conference, Hosted at MITRE. See Componenttechnology.Org for details.

November 10-12, 2004, 11th Annual NASVF Conference, Excellence in Early Stage Investing, Salt Lake City, Utah.

November 14-19, 2004, XML 2004 Conference, Marriott Wardman Park Hotel, Washington, DC, USA. Theme: "XML - From Syntax to Solutions", Format: Tutorials on Monday and Friday, and Keynote Speaker: Senior Government Official (to be invited).

November 16, 2004, Collaboration Expedition-Emerging Technology Workshop #37 at the NSF.

December 7, 2004, Collaboration Expedition-Emerging Technology Workshop #38 at the NSF.

3. Joint Semantic Interoperability Community of Practice (SICoP) – Ontolog Forum Meeting Agenda, July7, 2004
12:30 ~ 1:10 p.m. -- Networking lunch moved to 1917 F St at Pizza Italia due to GSA conference room rule that forbids food &drink. Rapid lunch is available at Pizza Italia that includes salad, chicken, spaghetti, etc.

1:10 ~ 1:20 p.m. -- Check-in at GSA and escort to Conference Room Networking & Introductions

1:20 ~ 1:40 p.m. -- Welcome and Introduction to SICoP by Brand Niemann & Rick Morris
1:40 ~ 2:00 p.m. -- Introduction to Ontolog by Peter Yim & Leo Obrst

2:00 ~ 2:20 p.m. -- Regular order of business – SICoP report on the SICoP June 23, 2004 workshop and upcoming events

2:20 ~ 2:40 p.m. -- Regular order of business – Ontolog report on the Ontolog workshop at the Protege Conference by Bob Smith & Kurt Conrad and current & upcoming activities

2:40 ~ 4:00 p.m. -- Participant Introductions & Exploring Synergies

2:40 ~ 3:30 p.m. - Participant Introductions: - All participants - 2 minutes each – 3 slides (or 3 bullet points on your wiki namesake page). We need this to be documented (by way of your slides or wiki postings) for follow-up purposes.

(1) what are you doing (that is a priority to you and is relevant to the CoP)
(2) what work or expertise do you need from outside resources/collaborators (identify 

whether work will be on a collegial/volunteer basis or whether it will be, or potentially be, funded)

(3) what project can you offer to work on that will be relevant (if someone here is 

willing to fund it.)

3:30 ~ 4:00 p.m. - open discussion: Exploring Synergies - All participants

4:00 ~ 4:25 p.m. -- Discussion: Collaborating on Semantic Harmonization for SINE 

(Sustainable Intergovernmental Network Exchange), moderated by Brand Niemann & Susan Turnbull

(1) The vision and mission

(2) The Gaps

(3) How can the two communities contribute

(4) Short-term action plan

4:25 ~ 4:30 p.m. -- Review of Follow-up and Action Items; Adjourn.
4. Summary Report for the Architecture and Infrastructure Full Committee Meeting, July 15, 2004
A collaboration team working across all three Subcommittees and across the AIC and the Best Practices Committees has five items to report since the last full AIC meeting, June 17, 2004:

(1) Call for Papers for the Second Semantic Technologies for eGovernment Conference, September 8-9, at MITRE, McLean, Virginia. (Recall that the first conference, September 8, 2003, was held at the White House Conference Center, which was too small for the number requesting attendance and does not provide the remote participation that the MITRE facility does for the September 8-9, 2004, event). See SICoP Meeting Agenda for details (especially slides 18-19).

(2) Best Practices for Adopting Service-Oriented Architectures: Dynamic Knowledge Repositories (DKR) for the Categorization of Government Information Workshop, July 8, 2004, the Collaboration Expedition Workshop, August 17, 2004, and the EA Conference Session 3-5: Best Practices for Adopting Service-Oriented Architectures, September 21, 2004 (see attached).
(3) Joint SICoP/Ontolog Workshop, July 7, 2004, Discusses Semantic Harmonization Across Multiple Registries and Repositories (Cafe, CORE, etc.) and for SINE (Sustainable Intergovernmental Network Exchange) and plans for the Second Semantic Technologies for eGovernment Conference, September 8-9, 2004, at MITRE.

(4) Two CT Awards Given at the "Swing for the Fences-Seed Investing for Entrepreneurs" Seminar to Maurice Swinton, former SBA Assistant Administrator, Office of Technology (SBIR/STTR), currently Senator Enzi’s Office Staff for the Committee on Small Business and Entrepreneurship, and Dan Loague, Executive Director of the National Association of Seed and Venture Funds, and Angel Investor Conference Planned for May 17/18, 2005.

(5) National Infrastructure for Community Statistics Community of Practice (NICS) Initiative and Pilot Project which uses Semantic Web Services for integrated dissemination of national and local indicator statistics discussed at the second meeting of the NICS CoP meeting hosted at the Brookings Institution as an excellent example of a DRM pilot project implementing a government enterprise – service-oriented architecture.
5. Brief Report to KM.Gov on SICoP & Pilot for July 14, 2004, Meeting at the World Bank, J Building, 18th & Pennsylvania Avenue, Washington, DC.
Semantic Interoperability Community of Practice

Recent Meetings:

June 23, 2004, SICoP Workshop Using Tomoye Simplify and Groove to Produce White Paper, Hosted by Army Corp of Engineers, Washington, DC.
July 7, 2004, Joint Meeting of the SICoP with the Ontolog Forum. Agenda to Include Collaborating on Semantic Harmonization for Dynamic Knowledge Repositories (DKR) and Sustainable Intergovernmental Network Exchange (SINE). See http://web-services.gov/SICOP70704.ppt, http://ontolog.cim3.net/, and http://sine.cim3.net/.
Upcoming Events:

Army Knowledge Management Conference, Semantic Web Track (Ft. Lauderdale, Florida, August 31-September 2, 2004). See http://www.afcea.org/doim2004/Track8.htm.
Second Semantic Technologies for eGov Conference (MITRE, September 8-9, 2004). Call for Papers Issued. See http://web-services.gov/sicop70704.ppt (especially slides 18-19)
XML 2004 Conference (Marriott Wardman Park Hotel, November 15-19, Washington, DC): Presentation on SICoP accepted for November 16th along with Semantic Web Track and Keynote Speaker (Daconta).

Pilot:

Best Practices for Adopting Service-Oriented Architectures: Dynamic Knowledge Repositories (DKR), for Best Practices in Categorizing Government Information Forum, Federal Interagency Committee on Government Information (July 8), KM.Gov Meeting (July 14), AIC Full Committee Meeting (July 15), Collaboration Expedition Workshop (August 17), and EA Conference (September 21).

Previous Pilots and Discussions Shows That the CoP’s Collaboration Tool, Web Site, and Network Can and Should be Integrated! See http://www.sdi.gov for Semantic XML Web Services – Nested Communities of Practice. See next page for examples.
KM.Gov Discussion of Business Function Models (Denise Bedford, May 26, 2004):

The World Bank’s is a narrow and deep hierarchy:

Level 1 = General Business Area

Level 2 = Business Activity

Level 3 = Business Process

Level 4 = Task

Note: A ‘service taxonomy’ is an inherent part of a business taxonomy and emerges at Level 3 and below. If you can keep business function and organizational unit as separate attributes, you can then see which organizational units may be offering the same kinds of services and this might help to form communities of practice across organizational units!
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