6/24/03

Activities Report #11 to the Architecture and Infrastructure Committee
Report #10 to the Emerging Technology Subcommittee
XML Web Services Working Group

Brand Niemann, Chair (also member of the OMB SAWG)
http://web-services.gov

1. Highlights
June 24, 2003, Invitation to Present at LogOn Web Days Europe 2003 on Web Services, Java, and XML, End User Case Studies of Use of Web Services in the Enterprise and E-Government (taking place in 11 European countries in September/October). Hosted by OT Land and invited by Roberto Zicari, Professor for Databases and Information Systems, Internationally Recognized Expert in Object Technology, and Co-Editor of XML Data Management: Native XML and XML-Enabled Database Systems, who has been invited to present to the WG.

June 23, 2003, Phase 2 of the XML Web Services for E-Gov Pilots (Phase 1 occurred on June 2nd) begins in support of new OMB and GSA requirements, focusing on New XML Schemas, E-Forms Servers, Consolidated Registries (ebXML Registry and Web Services, UDDI Business Registry, Topic Maps, Semantic Web-RDF, etc.), Quality-of-Service, Cross-Vendor Interoperability, etc., to be scheduled for July 15th and August 19th Monthly Meetings and at the White House Conference Center (e.g., Solution Envisioning for Semantic Applications, Ralph Hodgson, TopQuadrant). More details to follow.

June 20, 2003, Emerging Components Conference Series, Perspectives and Planning Workshop, June 26th, Emerging Technology Subcommittee in cooperation with the Small Business Administration, 409 3rd Street, SW (Federal Center SW Metro Station), Washington, D.C., 8:30 a.m. - 2 p.m. Also see Components Technology Web Site for Registration and Agenda. Three vendors (AmberPoint, Conclusive, and PureEdge) have submitted Component Registry and Repository Templates.

June 18, 2003, New E-Grants XML Schema for "core" data available for the "E-Forms and XML Web Services for E-Gov Pilots" (E-Grants Core Schema June 12, 2003 V010 and E-Grants Header & Footer Schema June 12, 2003 V010).

June 9, 2003, OASIS E-Gov Technical Committee members (Joe Chiusano, et. al.) plan to propose an "ebXML Registry and Web services" pilot project to the XML Web Services Working Group. (Also suggested by Farrukh Najmi, SUN Microsystems, at March 17th E-Gov Conference, see An Open Source ebXML Registry For eGov.)

2. Upcoming Meetings and Presentations

June 26th, 8:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m., Emerging Components Conference Series, Small Business Administration, 409 3rd Street, SW, Washington, DC (Federal Center SW Metro Station), in cooperation with The Cyberspace Security Policy and Research Institute (Tony Stanco, Associate Director), George Washington University. Web Site for Background, Agenda, and Registration. SBIR/STTR Short Overview. Three vendors (AmberPoint, Conclusive, and PureEdge) have submitted Component Registry and Repository Templates. The Potential of Semantic Technologies for E-Gov Using the FEA Models Pilot (TopQuadrant) has submitted an advance preview of the Phase 2 of the XML Web Services for E-Gov Pilots (see Announcements, June 23, 2003).

July 22, 2003, in conjunction with the Universal Access Collaboration Workshop #26 at the National Science Foundation (Ballston, VA Orange Line Metro Station). Please Note Change in Dates to Fourth Tuesday of Each Month Hereafter. Focus:  Explore the Potential and Realities of Composing Governance - Evolving Smarter Forms to Connect Communities and Accelerate Citizen-Centered Government. XML Web Services Working Group Meeting - Agenda in process: XML Data Exchange Across Multiple Levels of Government Using Native XML Databases and Report on Discussions of Native XML Databases. National Environmental Public Health Tracking Network and National Environmental Information Exchange Network (invited). Medical Occupational Data Systems (MODS) (invited). XQuantum XML Database Server (Cognetic Systems) (invited).

July 16 & 17, 2003, MITRE XML SIG Agenda, Bedford, MA.

August 26, 2003, Collaboration Expedition Workshop #27 only. XML Web Services Working Group Meeting will be separate this month. Agendas in process.

3. Components Activities of the Emerging Technology Subcommittee-Update to the AIC and Governance, Components, and Emerging Technology Subcommittees, 06/23/2003

The Joint Sub-Committee Meeting on June 19th identified the need for an update of an earlier presentation to the Governance and Components Subcommittees and full AIC on April 17th. The April 17th presentation contained a summary of the work plan, pilot titles, schedule, selection and graduation criteria, and governance process, and mappings of the pilots to the FEA, the Component Subcommittee process(e.g. granularity, federation, etc.), and to the Governance and Components Subcommittee Work Plan Tasks themselves.

Susan Turnbull posted the Emerging Technology Subcommittee Work Plan June 20th to the AIC Document Library. I posted the URL(http://web-services.gov) at the same place on June 4th so all would be aware of the Workshops and Meetings documented there.

3. Components Activities of the Emerging Technology Subcommittee-Update to the AIC and Governance, Components, and Emerging Technology Subcommittees, 06/23/2003 (continued)

The Governance Subcommittee Work Plan Goal 3-Tasks 2-6 work that I reported on at the June 12th meeting was omitted from the minutes. I posted to the Governance Documents on May 28th a presentation that documents the work on Goal 3-Task 4, that I am assigned to lead, starting with slide 17-25 and the work to help ITIPS-II, starting with slide 32-42, by piloting a FEA Capabilities and Partnership Manager using the new Semantic Web and XML Web Services technologies, and I requested feedback on this work in progress and other pilots posted at http://web-services.gov. This pilot was presented to the Department of Justice and state criminal justice organizations last week and was very well received.

The Governance and Accreditation Process requested at the June 19th meeting is updated from the April 17th presentation in the slides 7, 13-14 of the attached presentation for the June 16th Workshop at the SBA. It is important to note that this process originated with Mark Forman and my EPA CIO way back in April 2002 and continues to this day with their direction and that from the AIC leadership. (See workshop62603.ppt attached.)

On June 8th, I posted a four-part Quick Win Task: E-Forms Update and responded to Tim Bass' discussion with an additional posting on June 10th on the cross-walk between XML Web Services Components and the FEA Reference Models. On June 12th, I posted another E-Forms Update and draft assessment results from the June 2nd Workshop at the White House Conference Center on the E-Forms for E-Gov and XML Web Services for E-Gov Pilots. It should be noted that the May 28th posting "Progress on Components Work Plan Tasks" contained my inputs to the Component Architecture and Registry and Repository White Papers that we agreed on June 19th were critical to complete ASAP.

Now that GSA and OMB have seen how four pilots were incorporated into the Business Compliance One-Stop E-Gov Initiative revised business case, I suggest we continue to work together to see how the other pilots could be incorporated in the new business case for Bob Haycock's and David Layton's new "E-Forms Engine Architecture Proposal" and for "Marion's New Consolidated Registry/Repository Proposal".

The pilots presented on June 2nd at the White House Conference Center workshop and the June 17th meeting of the XML Web Services WG as well as the Semantic Technology for E-Gov Pilot (UDDI Business Registry, Topic Maps, Semantic Web-RDF, etc.) presented at the May 14 and April 15th WG meetings relate to these two new proposals. I think I am going to refer to this collectively as Phase 2 of the XML Web Services for E-Gov Pilots.
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