2/12/04
Activities Report #8 to the Architecture and Infrastructure Committee
and the Emerging Technology Subcommittee
From Brand Niemann, Representative to the Governance and Components Subcommittees, http://web-services.gov and http://www.componenttechnology.org
1. Highlights (see http://web-services.gov for links)
February 10, 2004, RDF and OWL are W3C Recommendations: The World Wide Web Consortium today released the Resource Description Framework (RDF) and the OWL Web Ontology Language (OWL) as W3C Recommendations. RDF is used to represent information and to exchange knowledge in the Web. OWL is used to publish and share sets of terms called ontologies, supporting advanced Web search, software agents and knowledge management. Read the press release for the full list of twelve documents and testimonials to see how organizations are using these technologies today.
February 9, 2004, Emerging Technology Subcommittee Status for the ArchitecturePlus Seminar, 9 a.m.-12:30 noon, American Institute of Architects (AIA), 1735 New York Avenue NW, 2nd Floor Washington, DC. Also Recap (see Section 4) of the Second Emerging Technology Components Conference, January 26, 2004, and the Agenda (see Section 5) for Third Emerging Technology Components Conference: An Emerging Public-Private Partnership, at FOSE 2004, March 23-25, 2004. Also see “Collaborative Networks Break Down Barriers to E-Government and Small Business Development”.
February 6, 2004, Comments Provided at the FEA Discussion Forum on the Data and Information Reference Model (DRM) Version 1.0 Draft, White House Conference Center: See the Data Management Strategy with Business Drivers (to be released soon), Emulate the IC MWG, and See the Plan Outlined at the Web-Enabled Government Conference This Week for Creating Volume 2-4 Examples with Semantic Web Technologies. 

February 5, 2004, Original Web Services Working Group Pilot Project (CollabNet’s Collaboration and CoSourcing: Designing Intergovernmental Services and Sharable Components: SourceCast Tool) Adopted for GSA/FEA Center for Components, Core.Gov (Component Organization and Registration Environment), and Presented to the AIC Components Subcommittee, Evolves Into the Noblestar/Flashline Team’s FEA FlashPack Pilot and Component-Asset Reuse Workflow Patterns and Life Cycles Standards-Based Component Registry and Repository Demonstrated at the Enterprise Architecture-Web-Enabled eGov Conference.
February 2, 2004, Presentation at the IRM College, National Defense University, Ft. McNair, Washington, DC,  February 5th, 2:30-4 p.m. on the Role in eServices of: (1) XML (XML Data Islands), (2) Web Services (EPA Local Emergency Planning Committee, EPA LEPC XML, EPA LEPC VXML, 1-800-303-9987-application ID is 713589, and Smart Response), (3) Componenttechnology.org, and (4) Semantic Web Technologies (Presentation for Web-Enabled Government Conference, First Semantic Technologies for eGov Conference, and BRM V2 XML and RDF).

2. Upcoming Meetings and Presentations

February 19, 2004, Third Organizing Meeting of the Semantic Interoperability Community of Practice. See Announcements, January 14th for details. Hosted at ISX (Peter Haglich-phaglic@isx.com), 1-4 p.m. (Near Ballston Metro Station)

February 24-25, 2004, Sustainable Intergovernmental Network Exchange (SINE) Workshop Planned at the US EPA. By Invitation Only.

March 9, 2004, Collaboration Expedition Workshop #32 at the NSF

March 15-17, 2004, Open Source and eGovernment Conference, George Washington University, Washington, DC.

March 23-25, 2004, FOSE 2004, Emerging Components Quarterly Conference in conjunction with the FOSE Conference. See section 5 and Componenttechnology.org for details.
March 22-25, 2004, Semantic Technology Tutorials by TopMIND.

April 28, 2004, Collaboration Expedition Workshop #33 at the NSF on Taxonomies and Ontologies for eGovernment organized by Michel Biezunski (e.g., Michael Daconta - DOD, LeeEllen Friedland - IRS, Terry Haynes-SSA, and Jan Herd - Library of Congress, so far).

September 8, 2004 (tentative), Second Semantic Technologies for eGov Conference!
3. Comments on the DRM, February 6, 2004, at the FEA Discussion Forum, on the Data and Information Reference Model (DRM) Version 1.0 Draft, White House Conference Center.
(1) The purpose of the DRM can't be clear to people until they see the

Strategy document with Business Drivers and the Examples in Volumes 2-4. Bob

agreed and said he would distribute the Strategy document.

(2) Who has the best governance and examples in my opinion? - the

Intelligence Community Metadata Working Group and they have a full-day

meeting on this Wednesday at Mitre.

(3) How can we get some examples? - by the plan I outlined with Jim Hendler

at our Web-Enabled e-Gov Conference Session this week. 

4. Recap for Second Quarterly Emerging Components Conference, January 26, 2004, Truman Room, White House Conference Center, “Break Through Performance” Life Cycle in Government Enterprise Architecture.
The Conference (Fostering a Component Technology Marketplace for eGovernment with the SBIR/STTR) was an outstanding success in spite of the difficult weather with all of the presenters in attendance including the states of Arizona, Delaware, and Maryland and their 13 small businesses!

Six Special Recognitions (see below and http://www.componenttechnology.org/CompTech/Awards for "Break Through" Performance were presented and photographs (see http://colab.cim3.net/file/work/pic/eGov-ECT-Conference_20040126/index.htm) were taken by Peter Yim of CIM3.

The Final Agenda with all the presentations is at http://www.componenttechnology.org/Emerging/Jan262004Conference/PreliminaryAgenda/

First "CT Awards" Presented at the January 26, 2004, Conference

Componenttechnology.org

Special Recognition for "Break Through" Performance Presented at the Second Quarterly Emerging Technology Components Conference, January 26, 2004, White House Conference Center.

1. The Adobe "eForms for eGov" Team, Supported the "eForms for eGov Pilot" and Its Principles of Web Services Interoperability From the Very Start and Encouraged the Other eForms Vendors to Do the Same, Has Continued to Support the W3C's XML Standards Efforts (SVG, RDF/XML with XMP, etc.) and Incorporated These Open Standards Into Its Own Products. Adobe Appears to the First to Reach "Stage 3" (Stage 1-Fixed, Stage 2-Variable, and Stage 3-Run Time) and Incorporate a Full-Featured Registry/Repository.

Presentations and Milestones on: October 29, 2003, Demonstrated Phase 3, eForms Solution with Arbitrary XML Schema Based Web Service Under Run-Time Conditions. June 2, 2003, Demonstrated Phase 2, eGrants XML Schema Based Web Service, at Piloting the Use of XML Web Services in E-Gov Initiatives Workshop. February, 2003, Suportive from the Very Start of the "eForms for eGov Pilot" and the Hosted Contactors Conference Call s and Meetings. January 2003, Demonstrated Phase 1, Fixed XML Schema to Produce XML Output from Proprietary eForms Tool.

2. Broadstrokes, in partnership with IDSi, Commercializes the Original VoiceXML Pilot, That Won EPA the Mark Forman-Quad Council 2002 FOSE CIO Showcase of Excellence Special Award for Innovation, to Deliver a Full GIS Plus Voice Emergency Notification Product Called Smart Response, Which is of Interest to the New EPA Emergency Operations Center and Other Homeland Security Operations. This "Collaborative Vertical Network" (Citizens-Counties-States-Federal) Has Its Own Built-in Registry and Repository.

Presentations and Milestones on: June 17, 2003, Report on Extending Digital Dividends VoiceXML Application April 30-May 1, 2003, 2nd Annual Speech Technology for Government and Military Applications Forum. April 15, 2003, Pilot Project Report. December 10, 2002, XML Conference and Exposition 2002, Book Signing by Adam Hocek, co-author of Definitive VoiceXML, Goldfarb Definitive XML Series.

3.Development InfoStructure (DevIS), in partnership with the Department of Labor's WorkForce Connections (WFC) Program, develops "SCOrM" and Section 508 Compliant Multimedia Content Management Software for Web-based Training for Multiple Agencies and for Use by Two eGov Initiatives: DisabilityInfo.Gov and CareerOneStopCoach.Gov, and Then Makes the Software Available To All Under General Public License (GPL).

Presentations and Milestones on: December 2003, Released as EzRO, Open Source Software, Under GPL (see http://ezro.devis.com/) November 10, 2003, Global Justice Information Sharing Initiative, Service-Oriented Architecture Subcommittee Meeting, Williamsburg, Virginia. October 20, 2003, Non-SBIR Agencies and Their eGov Pilots: Department of Labor's Workforce Connections, 21st Century Tools for the 21st Century Workforce August 2003, Adopted for Use by Componenttechnology.Org Because of Support for Open Collaboration with Open Standards.

4. Image Matters, a Very Successful SBIR Program Participant (Phases I and II so far) from the Army Corp of Engineers, Already with Commercialization and Profitability of Products and Services, a Recognized Leader in the Open GIS Consortium (OGC), Created and Moderates the eGov_Smart Services Discussion Group in Support of the FEA Data and Information Reference Model, and Was Selected for the GIS Day 2003 Emerging Technology Showcase for Demonstration of Semantic Geospatial Interoperability.

Presentations and Milestones on: January 15, 2004, The Semantic Interoperability Community of Practice Second Organizing Meeting. November 17, 2003, Created the eGov_SmartServices Discussion Group and Moderates It to Support the Development of the Federal Enterprise Architecture's (FEA) Data and Information Reference Model (DRM) for Both Civilian and Military Government Systems. November 4, 2003, Emerging Technology Subcommittee's Contribution to the GIS Day Exposition: Image Matters' userSmarts and Ontology Manipulation Toolkit to Provide Semantic Geospatial Interoperability. Received by Jack Dangermond, President of ESRI, with Considerable Interest! October 20, 2003, Image Matters' userSmarts Kevin Backe, SBIR Program Manager, Army Corp of Engineers, and Yaser Bishr, CTO, Image Matters, LLC.

5. The Noblestar/Flashline Team, A Partnership of Two Successful Businesses with Commercialization and Profitability of Products and Services, That Delivered the "FEA FlashPack Pilot" As A Complete Surprise, Have Continued to Push the Envelope of Our Understanding of "Component-Asset Reuse Workflow Patterns and Life Cycles", and To Build An OMG and Web-Services Standards-Based Component Registry and Repository For Themselves, Their Clients, and the Enterprise Architecture Community.

Presentations and Milestones on: January 7, 2004, Hosted Component-Asset Reuse Coordination Meeting of AIC Subcommittees and IAC. December 15, 2003, One of Five Registries and Repositories Demonstrated to the Federal Enterprise Architecture Program Management Office Support Contractor. November 2003, Enterprise Architect Summit Conference Presentation on Software Reuse: Patterns and Anti-Patterns by Charles Stack. October 20, 2003, Standards Committees/Organizations and Their eGov Pilot Projects: Component Registry Pilot, Charles Stack, CEO Flashline, Inc. and Team. October 15, Demonstrated the FEA FlashPack Pilot!

6. George Thomas, GSA Enterprise Architect, and Member of the Emerging Technology Subcommittee, for "having a conversation with everyone" about an open standards orientation to Enterprise Architecture as a community of practice and solution for business-driven Enterprise Architecture leading to the "Executable FEA". This design-time MDA (Model-Driven Architecture) and runtime SOA (Service-Oriented Architecture) toolset provides an EA repository in support of GSA's vision of "One GSA EA".

Presentations and Milestones on: January 2004, Invited to present at the Architecture Plus Seminar, February 9, 2004. November 2003, Presentations to the AIC Emerging Technology and Components Subcommittees (spontaneous applause at both!). October 20, 2003, An Introduction to GSA's Open Source eGov Reference Architecture (OSERA): Program, Platform and Projects.
5.  Agenda for the Third Quarterly Emerging Technology Components Conference, March 23-25, 2004, as part of FOSE 2004, Washington Convention Center.
Third Quarterly Emerging Technology Components Conference:

An Emerging Public-Private Partnership

The Emerging Technology Subcommittee of the CIO Council

March 23, 2004 

10:00 AM- Noon

Scanning Small Business Innovations:  A New Source for Breakthrough eGovernment Performance.
The Federal Enterprise Architecture is emerging as an open organizing process to promote the collaborative development and deployment of component-based services.  This session will focus on how to discover emerging eGovernment components from high-performance, untapped sources: state economic development and small business innovation research programs.  See componenttechnology.org

1:30 – 4:00 PM

Discovering Emerging Components through Seed Investing Networks and a Performance-based Adoption Framework, the Executable FEA.

Citizens are both builders and customers of government.  Learn how highly distributed, citizen-centered services are built by state citizen entrepreneurs.  Entrepreneurial firms, fostered by local seed investing networks add transformative capacity to government improvements while building local communities.  See componenttechnology.org

March 24, 2004

10:00 AM – Noon

Perspectives on Grid Computing Continuum:  Advancing Service-Oriented Architecture. 

How are the common “build” principles that power the Internet transforming enterprises and tapping contributions by innovators?  Explore the implications for your own setting while learning about Netcentric Enterprise Computing, the Global Grid Forum and the Globus Alliance.  See componenttechnology.org

1:30 – 4:00 PM

Open Collaboration with Open Standards: Building a Foundation for Broad Economic Prosperity.

Information tools are becoming ubiquitous and closely connected to vibrant societies.  Multiple roles of diverse people from interconnected communities can be aligned and harmonized to foster needed public-private partnerships.  Learn how open architectural and collaboration processes are becoming a best practice for citizen-centric government.  See componenttechnology.org

March 25, 2004

10:00 AM – Noon
Open Standards and Innovation Diffusion Networks:  When Entrepreneurs Flourish.

“Intangible Assets” of innovative culture, leadership, reputation, and strategy execution are re-writing rules of business processes, including government.  This paradigm has the potential to “reduce barriers to entry” and “level the playing field” for new entrants.  This session will focus on emerging eGovernment components from high-performance, untapped sources: state economic development programs.  See componenttechnology.org.

1:30 – 4:00 PM
When Entrepreneurs Flourish: Implications for National Economic Development Goals.
Creating local conditions for innovative capacity is a key economic strategy of states.  How is the evolution of Internet components fostering breakthrough gains in innovation capacity needed to meet national public health and safety challenges?  See componenttechnology.org.
PAGE  
7

