11/15/04
Activities Report #19 to the Architecture and Infrastructure Committee

and the Emerging Technology Subcommittee

From Brand Niemann, Representative to the Governance and Components Subcommittees
http://web-services.gov and http://www.componenttechnology.org
and Co-Chair of the Semantic Interoperability Community of Practice
http://web-services.gov and http://km.gov
1. Highlights (see http://web-services.gov for links)
November 5, 2004, SICoP RDF/OWL Pilot Project Being Prepared for the XML Conference 2004 Joint XML CoP/SICoP Exhibit and SWANS Conference (see November 4th Announcement).

November 4, 2004, Call for proposals for participation in a Trade Show of products showcasing concepts and capabilities related to the Semantic Web which will be a key part of the upcoming Semantic Web Applications for National Security (SWANS) meeting February 8-9, 2005 in the Washington, DC area. The purpose of the meeting is to raise awareness and enhance the ability of Military and Government technology decision-makers to capitalize on the emergence of the Semantic Web.  One of the key objectives of this meeting is to foster additional pilot and implementation projects using OWL and RDF technologies.

November 1, 2004, Federal Region 4 Semantic Interoperability Pilot Project: Community of Practice and Plans, Prepared for the Semantic Interoperability Study Group (SISiG), Architecture and Infrastructure Committee, CIO Council. Pilot Project Cites New Book "Adaptive Information – Improving Business Through Semantic Interoperability, Grid Computing & Enterprise Integration," Wiley-Interscience by Pollack and Hodgson.

October 26, 2004, Review of Forthcoming Book: "Understanding SOA with Web Services," Eric Newcomer and Greg Lomow, Addison-Wesley Professional - E-Government needs a comprehensive guide to SOA with Web Services standards and best practices for implementation to get from the current "as is" to the future "to be" architecture. This book meets that need superbly. (The FEA Security and Privacy Profile-SPP needs to address confidentiality-see eGov Act 2002-and include the IC MWG security architecture and SOA with Web Services for the "to be" architecture.)

October 25, 2004, Portals from Nodes, Portlets and Distributed Content Networks Prepared for the Semantic Interoperability Study Group (SISiG), Architecture and Infrastructure Committee, CIO Council, Along with Module 1 Draft White Paper in Best Practices Repository and Proceedings Web Site for Second Semantic Technologies for E-Government Conference, September 8-9, 2004. Also Semantic Web Applications for National Security (SWANS - formerly Semantic Web for Military Users) Two-Day Conference Being Planned with SICoP for February 8-9, 2005.

1. Highlights (see http://web-services.gov for links) (continued)

October 25, 2004, Two "CT Awards" for “Break Through” Performance Presented at the Fifth Quarterly Emerging Technology Components Conference, October 25, 2004, MITRE, McLean, VA, to The Starbourne Communications Design/Oracle Team and The Noblestar/LogicLibrary Team.  See Componenttechnology.Org.

October 20, 2004, Data Reference Model (DRM) Volume 1.0 Released Which Was the Subject of Recent Collaborative Expedition Workshop, October 19, 2004. See Workshop Reflections.

October 18, 2004, Seize The Feed (RSS/RDF) and Taxonomy Video Presentations Available from Library of Congress FLICC/FEDLINK.
2. Upcoming Meetings and Presentations (see http://web-services.gov for links)
November 15-19, 2004, XML 2004 Conference, Marriott Wardman Park Hotel, Washington, DC, USA. Theme: "XML - From Syntax to Solutions". Joint XML CoP/SICoP Exhibit, November 16-18, and Government Networking Event, November 17th,7-9 p.m.

November 17, 2004, Collaborative Expedition-Emerging Technology Workshop #37 at the NSF Cancelled Due to XML 2004 Conference, But Learning Phase Workshops (State Organizations) of the National Infrastructure for Community Statistics Community of Practice (NICS CoP) To Be Held at NSF (by invitation only). Note: This activity supports the Data and Statistics Line of Business.

November 19, Interagency Forum on An Environmental Health Thesaurus (Ontology), National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences and National Library of Medicine, Invited Presentation on SICoP/Ontolog Forum (by invitation only).

November 30-December 2, 2004, DARPA/DAML PI Meeting, Invited Presentation by SICoP/Ontolog. Details to follow.

December 9, 2004, Collaborative Expedition-Emerging Technology Workshop #37 at the NSF. All Things Ontological - Common Upper Ontology, NSF Digital Government Projects, Environmental Health Thesaurus in the Semantic Web, Toward a DRM Ontology, etc. See Section 3 for preliminary title and topics.
February 8-9, 2005, Semantic Web Applications for National Security (SWANS) Conference (two days), Being Planned by DARPA/DAML and SICoP. See Semantic Web for Military Users (SWMU) 2003 Conference. See Announcement, November 4th.

March, 2005, Sixth Emerging Technology Components Conference. Details to follow.

May 17-18, 2005, Angel Investor Conference. See Componenttechnology.Org for details.
3. Preliminary Agenda for the Collaborative Expedition Workshop #37, December 9, 2004, at NSF
AIC Governance Committee Task 4 – Develop a Unifying Framework for Enterprise Transformation (Ontology) (Mabry and Heinig)

"Adaptive Information – Improving Business Through Semantic Interoperability, Grid Computing & Enterprise Integration," Wiley-Interscience by Pollack and Hodgson - A Discussion with the Authors and September 8th Panel Video Excerpts

Army (Schoening) Common Upper Ontology Project

MITRE (Cassidy) Proposals for a Common Upper Ontology (CUO)

NSF Digital Government Projects (EIA and EPA)

Environmental Health Thesaurus in the Semantic Web (Hendler)

RDF/OWL Pilots: Toward a FEA DRM Ontology (Hodgson)

SAIC/DHS Metadata Center of Excellence

SICoP Modules 2 and 3 Update (Team Leads)

DARPA/DAML PI Conference (November 30-December 2) Report

Swans Conference Preview (Planning Committee)

etc.
4. Summary Report for the Architecture and Infrastructure Full Committee Meeting, October 21, 2004
A collaboration team working across all three Subcommittees and across the AIC and the Best Practices Committees has mapped its activities directly to the CIOC’s Architecture and Infrastructure Committee (AIC) FY2005 Tasks (7) for  fostering communities of practice on XML and semantic interoperability since the last full AIC meeting, October 19, 2004 as follows:

Task 1 - Evolution of the FEA Reference Models:

FEA/DRM Ontology and Tools – Collaborative Expedition Workshops/SICoP Meetings October 19th, December 9th, etc.

4. Summary Report for the Architecture and Infrastructure Full Committee Meeting, October 21, 2004 (continued)
Task 2 – Update the Service Component-Based Architectures Paper (June 2004):

Needs to reflect evolution from standard data vocabularies and XML Schema to domain ontology and loose coupling. See SICoP Module 1 (Semantic Interoperability Primer) and Federal Region 4 Semantic Interoperability Pilot Project: Community of Practice and Plans (Slide 7) (October 28 and November 4, 2004).

Task 3 – Redesign Portal for CORE.Gov and Examine Integration with Other Registries and Repositories:

Componenttechnology.Org CoP’s Federated Repositories FEA-Compliant Reference Models Web Site Launched with Nearly 200 High-Quality Components Using Logidex Asset Center (September 16, 2004).

Task 4 – Develop a Unifying Framework for Enterprise Transformation (Ontology):

SICoP work on Module 2 (Business Case for Semantic Interoperability), Common Upper Ontology (Army), Module 3 (Implementing the Semantic Web), Ontology Tools and Pilot Projects, etc.

Task 5 – Support the Vertical Integration of EA:

Federal Region 4 Semantic Interoperability Pilot Project.

Task 6 – Develop Identification and Validation Process for Emerging Technologies:

Collaborative Expedition Workshops/SICoP work on RSS/RDF feeds from the semantic interoperability vendors and their pilots for the Semantic Web Applications for National Security (SWANS) Conference, February 8-9, 2005.

Task 7 – Support the Chief Architects Forum:

Invited to participate in the Collaborative Expedition Workshops, Componenttechnology.Org Conferences, SICoP Meetings and Conferences, SISiG, etc.
5. November Learning Phase Workshop: State Organizations, November 17, 2004, The National Science Foundation by the National Infrastructure for Community Statistics Community of Practice (NICS CoP)
Continental Breakfast – 8:00-8:45 a.m.

Presentations and Discussions – 8:45 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

8:30-8:45 a.m. Introduction to NICS: Purpose and Potentials – Pari Sabety, Urban Markets Initiative, The Brookings Institution

8:45-10:00 a.m. State Information Applications and E-Government Initiatives

(1) Virginia base Map Initiative – Bill Shinar, Virginia Base Map Initiative, State of Virginia

(2) Implementing HIPAA Initiatives: Lessons for the Field – Julie Gefke, Director, HIPAA Program, State of Colorado

(3) E-Government Initiatives and Economic Development – George Boersma, Office of Technology Partnerships, State of Michigan

(4) Using State-level Administrative Records: ADARE – David Sterns, Jacob France Center, University of Baltimore

Questions and Discussion

10:30-10:45 a.m. Break

10:45-11:30 a.m. State Data Intermediaries

(1) Maryland State Data Center – Jane Traynham, Director, and past chair, State Data Center Clearinghouse

(2) Connecticut State Economic Resource Center, Inc. – Jeffery Blodgett, Vice President of Research

Questions and Discussion

11:30 a.m.-12:00 noon Panelist Roundtable Discussion: Implications for NICS (Facilitated by Pari Sabety)

12:00-12:15 p.m. Purpose and Logistics for afternoon break-out sessions. Include assignment of participants to break-out sessions. (Pari Sabety)

Break Out Sessions 12:30 – 3:00 p.m.

Participants pick up food and go to one of three NICS CoP Workgroup sessions, as assigned. Each session will focus on questions relevant to their charge, including those outlined above. Session topics are:

Systems Architecture (Facilitator: Joe Ferreira; Resource Persons: Bill Shinar, George Boersma)
Participant Needs and Applications (Facilitators: Roderick Harrison and Tim Kingsley; Resource Persons: David Stevens, Jane Traynham, Jeff Blodgett)

Governance and Finance (Facilitator: Pari Sabety; Resource Persons: Julie Gefke, Marty Hunt)

3:00-3:15 Break

Wrap Up Session 3:15-4:00 p.m.

Facilitator: Pari Sabety. Reporter from each breakout session presents summary of ideas and recommendations, followed by general discussions and effort to reach consensus on main conclusions.
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