11/14/2005
Activities Report #31 to the Architecture and Infrastructure Committee

and the Emerging Technology Subcommittee

From Brand Niemann
Chair, Semantic Interoperability Community of Practice
Best Practices Committee

1. Highlights (see http://web-services.gov for links)
November 10, 2005, SICoP Public Meeting Features "UDEF Semantic DNS With ISO/IEC 11179" Disaster Response Pilot Use Case and Its Relation to a Business Case for IPV6, SICoP/Ontolog Forum Discussion Features International/National Coordination for the Year of the Ontology 2006, and Net-Centric Data Management: Exploiting the Business Value of Semantic Technologies Presentation to OSD NII Features SICoP and DRM Implementation Through Iteration and Testing Work.

November 5, 2005, Best Practice Disaster Management Event Ontology Provided Recently in SICoP SIA/DRM Pilot for the GeoSpatial Profile Draft (see DKR) Use Case and Scenario (Appendix D).

November 2, 2005, "Meet the Local VCs and Angels" Features SBIR Program Managers and Word of New SBIR's from Air Force, Navy, NIST, NGA, and SOCO Related to Semantic Technologies. Contact Mills Davis for More Information.

October 29, 2005, Inaugural Event of the National Center for Ontological Research (NCOR) Features Call for Ontology Science, Use of Principles and Relations for Building Biomedical Ontologies, and Provides New Book on Ontologies for Bioinformatics that Shows The Semantic Web for Bioinfomatics - Called the Bayesian Web! SICoP Supports NCOR as a Public-Private-Academic Partnership.

October 20, 2005, Special Recognition for "Outstanding Collaboration" in "Semantic Interoperability at Work: Improving Rapid First Response, Under the Leadership of Rex Brooks Presented to Team of 14 Vendors at the SICoP Public Meeting.

October 18, 2005, Three DRM 2.0 Virtual Workshops, October 26, and November 1 & 3, 2005, 10 a.m - 12 noon.

October 17, 2005, DRM 2.0 Implementation Through Iteration and Testing Paper, Presentation, Preliminary Implementation Strategy, and Education Pilot Prepared for the DRM Work Group Meeting and Future Cross-COI and CIO Council and Architecture & Infrastructure and Best Practices Committee Meetings.
2. Upcoming Meetings and Presentations (see http://web-services.gov for links)
November 14-18, 2005, XML Conference 2005, Atlanta Hilton, Atlanta, GA. Theme: From Syntax to Semantics. SICoP Representation on the Planning Committee Again This Year. SICoP Paper and Presentation. PC Deployment of XML Panel.

November 17-18, 2005, The Government Health IT Conference, Washington, DC., Proposed Ontolog/SICoP Panel Presentation on August 25, 2005, Healthcare Informatics Landscapes, Roadmaps, and Blueprints: Towards a Business Case Strategy for Large Scale Ontology Projects Panel Discussion, SICoP Contribution.

December 5-7, 2005, Knowledge Management Collaboration & Knowledge Sharing Conference, Orlando, Florida. Invited Presentation on "Building Dynamic Knowledge Repositories in Knowledge Workshops: Going Back to the Future to Find Best Practices for the Federal Government with Cross-Industry Applications", December 5th, 10:45-11:45 a.m. See "Facilitating the Evolution of Our Collective IQ" by Doug Engelbart - September 1, 2005.

December 6, 2005, Collaborative Expedition Workshop #48 at NSF. Theme: Advancing Information Sharing, Governance, and Data Architecture Across Boundaries.

February 2005 (tentative), E-Government Interoperability Workshop with Enterprise Ireland, Reach-Ireland, and the European Interoperability Framework.

March 7-9, 2006, FOSE, Washington Convention Center, Washington, DC. Cross-CoI/CoP Sessions in Planning.

March 23-24, 2006, SICoP Public Meeting/Fourth Semantic Technologies for E-Government Conference, MITRE (Day 1 for Vendor/Poster Displays and Tutorials and Day 2 for Presentations/Demonstrations/Discussions like the SWANS 2005 Conference). Those interested in being part of the Planning Committee should contact the SICoP Chair ASAP.
3.  SICoP Public Meeting on DRM Pilots, November 10, 2005

See http://colab.cim3.net/cgi-bin/wiki.pl?SICoPPublicMeeting_2005_11_10
Agenda:

9:30 a.m. Speaker Setup

10:00 a.m. Welcome and SICoP and DRM Implementation Through Iteration and Testing - BrandNiemann, Chair, SICoP, Best Practices Committee of the CIO Council

UDEF, Ron Schuldt, Chair, Presentation

Overview / Update

Open Group Houston Semantic Interoperability Conference and Program

UDEF as the Semantic DNS

Semantic DNS - UDEF Disaster Response Pilot

Unicorn/TVA Water Data Interoperability Pilot (presentation)

Semantic Integration of Information Systems (presentation), Jon Darvill and Brian Boesch, Lockheed Advanced Technology Laboratories, Cherry Hill, New Jersey. Submitted to Michael Daconta, May 4, 2005

11:45 a.m. Discussion and Wrapup

12:00 noon Networking Lunch (pay-you-own catered lunch and discussion of IPV6)
4. Joint SICoP-Ontolog Scheduled Discussion Session, November 10, 2005

See http://ontolog.cim3.net/cgi-bin/wiki.pl?ConferenceCall_2005_11_10 and Recording
Title: eGov-related Ontology Community Efforts: Differentiation & Synergy

Abstract: Ontologies and Ontology Engineering are emerging with a bright future in eGovernment for Enterprise Architecture, Data Architecture, Knowledge Computing, and Electronic Health Information, to mention a few.

NCOR provides a critical link in the public-academic-private partnership needed to provide high quality ontologies and ontological engineering applications to eGovernment.

Pertinent Issues we might explore during this session:

The panel consists of public (Peter Brown, Marc Wine, and Steve Ray), academic (Mark Musen, Barry Smith, and Dagobert Soergel), and private (Peter Yim, Pat Cassidy, and Mills Davis) representatives all working with ontologies.

So how can we better understand our differences and best organize ourselves to collaborate to achieve common goals and synergy?
5. Collaborative Expedition Workshop #46, Tuesday, December 6, 2005 at NSF 

Advancing Toward Credible Agreements Around Information Sharing Environments, Governance, and Data Architecture

See http://colab.cim3.net/cgi-bin/wiki.pl?ExpeditionWorkshop/AdvancingInformationSharingAndDataArchitecture_2005_12_06

8:30am - Check-in and Coffee

8:45am - Welcome and Overview

9:00am - Introductions: What are your interests in light of the workshop purpose?

9:30am - The DRM 2.0 - On to Performing, Michael Daconta (Invited), Enterprise Data Manager, U.S. Department of Homeland Security

10:15am - The Department of Navy Knowledge Management , Jim Knox (Invited), Chief Knowledge Officer, Department of Navy Chief Information Officer

11:00am - BREAK

11:15 - Introduction to the Semantic Web for Bioinfomatics Ken Baclawski (Invited), Northeastern University, and Author of Ontologies for Bioinformatics (MIT Press, October 2005)

12:00 noon – Networking Lunch (on own)

1:00pm - DRM Implementation Through Iteration and Testing Pilots Introduction - Brand Niemann, SICoP Chair 

(1) BioCAD and VisualOwl - Scientists Working Together to Build Ontologies and Knowledgebases, Conor Shankey (Confirmed), CEO, VisualKnowledge

(2) Federal Hurricane Disaster Recovery Information Awareness Pilot, Michael Belanger (Confirmed), Co-founder & President, SemanTxLife Sciences, Knowledge in Context

(3) Semantic DNS - UDEF Disaster Response Pilot, Ron Schuldt (Confirmed), UDEF Chair & Lockheed Martin

(4) Quality Analysis of Web Ontology Language Ontologies on the Web, Robert Warren (Confirmed), Doctoral Candidate, Schoool of Computer Science, University of Waterloo, Waterloo, Canada

(5) Net-Centric Data Management and Interoperable Enterprise Content Management (iECM, Mills Davis (Confirmed), TopQuadrant and Member of the iECM Team

3:00pm – Open discussion: Exploration of potential commonalities in technology or approach

4:00pm - ADJOURN

6. Summary Report for the Architecture and Infrastructure Full Committee Meeting, November 17, 2005
The Semantic Interoperability Community of Practice (SICoP) is working across the AIC and the Best Practices Committees to support the FEA PMO Action Plan for 2005-2006 (March 2005) and especially the Data Reference Model (DRM) as follows:
(1) DRM Implementation Through Iteration and Testing Team.
See http://colab.cim3.net/cgi-bin/wiki.pl?DRMImplementationThroughIterationandTestingPilotProjects
Review Comment: Amit Maitra, DAR, Air Force: The DRM Implementation section is a well thought-out project plan that reflects the use of pilot projects to mature the federal DRM approach including the DRM XML specification.  We agree with this approach and recommend implementing proposed projects as soon as feasible.
SICoP and DRM Implementation Through Iteration and Testing: Making It Real, November 10, 2005, to Reconciliation Team. See http://web-services.gov/sicop11102005.ppt
(2) Fact Sheet SICoP Activities in Support of the Data Reference Model (DRM).
See http://web-services.gov/SICoPFactSheet.doc
(3) Semantic Interoperability Community of Practice Wiki.
See http://colab.cim3.net/cgi-bin/wiki.pl?SICoP
(4) National Center for Ontological Research (NCOR), Gala Inaugural Event, Buffalo, NY.

See Proceedings http://ncor.buffalo.edu/inaugural/
See Invited Presentation "Towards e-Government: The Federal Enterprise Architecture Reference Model Ontology" http://web-services.gov/sicopncor10272005.ppt
See Workshop on Bio-Ontologies http://ontology.buffalo.edu/05/bio-ontologies.pdf
(5) NICS Workshop on Statistical Metadata, Brookings Institution, Washington, DC.
Statistical Metadata in the Data Reference Model. Part of Implementing the Semantic Web Part 1. Semantic Technology Profile for the Data Reference Model: Use Case 4-NICS. See http://web-services.gov/scopenics11022005.ppt
(6) SICoP Public Meeting on DRM 2.0 Pilots, November 10, 2005
See http://colab.cim3.net/cgi-bin/wiki.pl?SICoPPublicMeeting_2005_11_10
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