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Activities Report #2 to the Architecture and Infrastructure Committee
and the Emerging Technology Subcommittee
From Brand Niemann,
Representative to the Governance and Components Subcommittees
http://web-services.gov and http://www.componenttechnology.org
1. Highlights
October 31, 2003, Government Enterprise Architecture Framework (GEAF) Meeting, October 28th Coordination with Other Governance Subcommittee Goal 3 Tasks, and October 30th OASIS eGOV Technical Committee Meeting: Workshop on Registries and Repositories. See the Emerging Components Collaboration Registry/Repository (ECCRR) ("esir").

October 31, Special Recognition Presented at the October 30, 2003, Save Money by Publishing to XML: An ITAA Breakfast Seminar, J. W. Marriott Hotel, Washington, DC, to Corel (John Turnbull, Jay Di Silvestri, Scott Edwards, Jim Buttinger, Mary Romeo, and Shawn Henderson) for Exceptional Performance on the XML Web Services Content Authoring Pilot Project.

October 28, 2003, EPA Bronze Medal Awarded for "Collaboration on EPA's Geospatial Blueprint: For outstanding collaboration on EPA's Geospatial Blueprint which outlines the enterprise approach for acquiring, managing, and deploying geospatial data and tools" to the EPA Geospatial Team (that includes Brand Niemann) at the Office of Environmental Information Annual Awards Ceremony Hosted by EPA's Chief Information Officer, Kim Nelson.

October 27, 2003, Presentation of Emerging Components (Image Matters: userSmarts and Ontology Manipulation Toolkit) and EPA Geospatial Pilot Projects at the Geography Awareness Week and GIS Day 2003, November 19-20th, Mellon Auditorium and EPA East Building, Washington, DC, 14th and Constitution Avenue (adjacent to the Federal Triangle Metro Station), 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. Also see Proposed Contract for Interoperable Geospatial Portal Components.

October 24, 2003, Registration Closed Temporarily (TO BE RESCHEDULED) and Presentation now available for Programming .NET Components Seminar ("A component is a .NET class.") at the White House Conference Center, November 10, 2003, 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. See Announcement and O'Reilly Book: Programming .Net Components - Design and Build Maintainable Systems Using Component-Oriented Programming, Chapter 1 (free download). Part of the Emerging Technology Subcommittees' Emerging Components and Semantic XML Web Services Community of Practice Activities.

October 24, 2003, Dates for next Emerging Components Meeting with Venture Capital Community (December 15, 2003) and Quarterly Conference (January 26, 2004) scheduled.

1. Highlights (continued)

October 21, 2003, Two Special Recognitions presented at the October 20th Emerging Components Quarterly Conference at the White House Conference Center as follows: Antoinette Purdon, Instant Index, For Exceptional Contributions During 2002-2003, and Joe Chiusano, Booz Allen Hamilton, For Exceptional Contributions During 2003 (previously announced on September 30th), presented by Brand Niemann and Susan Turnbull.
2. Upcoming Meetings and Presentations

November 10, 2003, Programming .NET Components Seminar (Registration) (TO BE RESCHEDULED) ("A component is a .NET class.") at the White House Conference Center, November 10, 2003, 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. See Announcement and O'Reilly Book: Programming .Net Components - Design and Build Maintainable Systems Using Component-Oriented Programming, Chapter 1 (free download). Part of the Emerging Technology Subcommittees' Emerging Components and Semantic XML Web Services Community of Practice Activities.

November 18-19, 2003, Website Content Management for Government Conference, Invited Presentation on November 19th on "Repurposing Documents Into Semantic Web Services and Networks", Doubletree Hotel, Arlington, VA.

November 18-20, 2003, GCN Enterprise Architecture Conference (Enabling Results Oriented Government) and the Fall '03 Solution Architecture Bootcamp - November 19-20, "FEA Methods and Tools for Developing Actionable Architectures", Renaissance Hotel, Washington, DC. Invited Presentation.

November 19-20, Geography Awareness Week and GIS Day 2003, Mellon Auditorium and EPA East Building, Washington, DC, 14th and Constitution Avenue (adjacent to the Federal Triangle Metro Station), 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. Presentation of Emerging Components and EPA Pilot Projects.

November 24-26, 2003, EGOVOS 3: Open Standards and Libre Software in Government, Paris, France, Invited Presentation on "SBIR for eGov Pilots" and Componenttechnology.org Cancelled and to be re-scheduled.

November 25, 2003, Collaboration Expedition Workshop #30. Cancelled due to EGOVOS3 Meeting (see above).

December 9, 2003, Collaboration Expedition Workshop #30. Semantic Web Services Community of Practice. Agendas in process.

December 15, 2003, Emerging Components Meeting at the White House Conference Center (details to follow).

2. Upcoming Meetings and Presentations (continued)

January 26, 2004, Emerging Components Quarterly Conference at the White House Conference Center (details to follow).

January 27, 2004, Collaboration Expedition Workshop #31. Semantic Web Services Community of Practice. Agendas in process.

February 3-5, 2004, Web-Enabled Government 2004 Conference and Exhibition, Proposed Session on "Implementing Component-Based Government Enterprise Architecture with Semantic Web Services". See "SBIR for eGov Pilots" Program, Announcement, and Componenttechnology.org.

March 23-25, 2004, FOSE 2004, Emerging Components Conference within the FOSE Conference. More details to follow.
3. Contributions to the Governance and Components Subcommittees
Our Goal 3 collaboration team includes members of all three Subcommittees as well as IAC, NASICO, and other communities of collaboration and practice (e.g. Global, National Environmental Information Exchange Network, Health IT Sharing Program, etc.). Some of our recent accomplishments are:

We have a Collaboration Environment at http://www.componenttechnology.org that is open standards-open collaboration based (XML for metadata, XML and Schema for export and content re-use, and DOD SCORM compliant which stands for Sharable Content Object Reference Model).

We have a working pilot Components Repository presented and demonstrated at the recent Emerging Components Quarterly Conference at the White House Conference Center by the team of Flashline/Nobelstar based on the Reusable Asset Specification (RAS) to the OMG for Asset-based Software Engineering, Web Services, and Asset/Component Reuse and Governance (see http://www.componenttechnology.org/Emerging/Oct202003Conference/Agenda/)

We are collaborating with Patrick's Task 1 Work Plan and Charter with NASCIO in piloting semantic interoperability across three authoritive communities of practice, namely Justice, Health, and Environment at the request of the leadership of those communities.

We are following the "matrix framework" based on the the 8 stages of the Emerging Technology Life Cycle (Identification, Subscription, Stewardship, Graduation, Budgeting, Acquisition, Maintenance, and Retirement/Replacement) from the ET/SC and the 5 basic types of components from the SRM (Federated Component, Business Component System, Business Component, Distributed Component, and Language Class). (Note: There is some reconcilation to be done here with this 8 by 5 matrix framework and 
3. Contributions to the Governance and Components Subcommittees (continued)

the views in Components SC, the work on the GSA Consolidated Registry Initiative, etc. based on our ET/SC meeting discussions on October 21st based on the suggestion of our new Co-Chair John McManus.

We have an architecture registry and repository tool that supports the "matrix framework" that was presented at the recent Emerging Components Quarterly Conference at the White House Conference Center by George Thomas, GSA Enterprise Architect, entitled "An Introduction to GSA's Open Source eGov Reference Architecture (OSERA) - Program, Platform and Projects" (see http://www.componenttechnology.org/Emerging/Oct202003Conference/Agenda/ and the attached).

We have a working Government Enterprise Architecture Framework (GEAF) Components Registry and Repository based the pilot entitled Implementing Component-Based Government Enterprise Architecture with Semantic Web Services presented at the Enterprise Architecture eGov Conference, September 11th Session 3-2: Using Web Services to Support Your Enterprise Architecture (see http://web-services.gov).

We are working with the Intelligence Community Metadata Working Group and the new Semantic Interoperability SIG on a data and information governance reference model with pilots that puts the "smarts" in the data, not the applications, to bring about "data independence", namely: Data is more important than applications, Data value increases with the number of connections it shares, Data about data can expand to as many layers as there are meanings, Data modeling harmony is the alignment of syntax, semantics, and pragmatics, Data and logic are the yin and yang of information processing, Data modeling makes the implicit explicit and the transparent apparent, Data standardization is not amenable to competition, Data modeling must be decentralized, Data relations must not be based on probability or luck, and Data is truly independent when the next generation need not reinvent it.

An updated version of what I presented at last Monday's GEAF meeting and at the OASIS eGOV TC Workshop on Registries and Repositories last Thursday may be found at http://web-services.gov/GEAFMeeting102703.ppt. Per the request for suggestions for what to add to the FEA Reference Model diagrams, I suggest adding the "Temporal Context" of components (see slide 8) which relates to the "Life Cycle" we are developing in the Emerging Technology Subcommittee (see slide 10) and the "Business Relationships Grid" of Gartner (slide 8) which relates to the sustainability and semantic interoperability we are working on with major collaboration communities (see slide 7).
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