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Activities Report #38 to the Architecture and Infrastructure and the Best Practices Committees from Brand Niemann, Member of the Emerging Technology Subcommittee and Co-Chair, Semantic Interoperability Community of Practice
1. Highlights (see http://web-services.gov for links)
June 5, 2006, KM WG Board Plans Two Public Meetings to Network EA and KM on July 26th and September 13th.

June 3, 2006, Summer Collaborative Expedition Workshop Schedule Posted for June 20-22nd, July 18th, and August 15th.

May 25, 2006, The SOA for E-Government Conference Planning Committee Expresses To All Who Contributed to the Success of This Conference: The Presenters, Exhibitors, Tutorials, and Attendees, and Congratulates Those Who Received Special Recognitions. We Hope to See You at the Second Conference, October 30-31st. Also See IAC SOA Readiness Survey Beta and Dynamic Knowledge Repository.
2. Upcoming Meetings and Presentations (see http://web-services.gov for links)
June 13-15, 2006, The Role of the New Data Reference Model 2.0, Invited Presentation at the Internal Government Agency Communications, Knowledge-Sharing and Collaboration Conference.

June 20, 2006, Collaborative Expedition Workshop #52 at NSF. Open Collaboration: Networking Geospatial Information Technology for Interoperability and Spatial Ontology.

June 21, 2006, Environmental Compliance Consortium, Managing Environmental Information Forum, Philadelphia, PA, The Power of Networks for Environmental Protection.

June 27, 2006, SICoP/DRM 2.0 Composite Application Pilot Begins for Financial Management Line of Business in Cooperation with the XBRL and FDIC.

June 29, 2006, NICS CoP Workshop, The Brookings Institution. See Shenandoah Valley and Mid-Atlantic Region Pilot.

July 18, 2006, Collaborative Expedition Workshop #52 at NSF. Open Collaboration: Networking Wiki Information Technology for Information Sharing and Knowledge Management.

July 26, 2006, Special KM WG Meeting on Networking EA and KM in Conjunction with the itsGOV Conference.

2. Upcoming Meetings and Presentations (see http://web-services.gov for links) (continued)

August 15, 2006, Collaborative Expedition Workshop #53 at NSF. Open Collaboration: Networking Semantic Interoperability Across Distributed Organizations and Their Ontologies.

September 11-13, 2006, Enterprise Architecture Conference.  SOA CoP and SOA for E-Government Presentation.

September 13, 2006, Special KM WG Meeting on Networking EA and KM in Conjunction with the 2006 EA Conference.

October 10-11, 2006, Fifth Semantic Interoperability for E-Government Conference, MITRE, McLean, Virginia.

October 30-31, 2006, Second SOA for E-Government Conference, MITRE, McLean, Virginia.

November 5-9, 2006, 5th International Semantic Web Conference, Athens, Georgia. SICoP Participation Invited.

November 9-11, 2006, International Conference on Formal Ontology in Information Systems, Baltimore, Maryland.
3. Report on First SOA for E-Government Conference, May 23-24, 2006
The Conference Planning Committee expresses appreciation to all who contributed to the success of this Conference: Presenters, Exhibitors, Tutorials, and Attendees, and congratulates those who received Special Recognitions. We hope to see you at the Second SOA for E-Government Conference, October 30-31st and invite your participation in the planning committee. We also invite your participation in the Special Sessions to Network EA and KM Across CIO Council Committees, July 26th and September 13th, and the June - August Collaborative Expedition Workshops (see http://colab.cim3.net/cgi-bin/wiki.pl?ExpeditionWorkshop)

Please see the following important links to the First SOA for E-Government Conference:

(1) IAC SOA Survey:
http://204.15.129.138/ww_survey/index.cfm?fuseaction=Survey.Welcome&uuid=5254EAC1-123F-7702-876680FD3F1B6B64
(2) Proceedings:
http://colab.cim3.net/cgi-bin/wiki.pl?SOAforEGovernment_2006_05_2324
http://colab.cim3.net/file/work/SOACoP/2006_05_2324/
(3) Special Recognitions:
http://colab.cim3.net/cgi-bin/wiki.pl?FirstSOAforEGovSpecialRecognitions
(4) SOA CoP Dynamic Knowledge Repository:
http://web-services.gov/soacop/
Greg Lomow and Brand Niemann, SOA CoP Co-Chairs
4. Summer Collaborative Expedition Workshop Series at NSF, June 20th, July 18th, and August 15th at NSF
Greetings:

We are pleased to invite you to the Summer Collaborative Expedition Workshop Series at NSF as follows:

1. June 20, 2006 at NSF - Open Collaboration: Networking Geospatial Information Technology for Interoperability and Spatial Ontology http://colab.cim3.net/cgi-bin/wiki.pl?ExpeditionWorkshop/OpenCollaboration_NetworkingGeospatialInformationTechnology_2006_06_20 Note: This workshop continues on Wednesday, June 21st and Thursday, June 22nd with a focus on Geospatial Ontologies.

2. July 18, 2006 at NSF - Open Collaboration: Networking Wiki Information Technology for Information Sharing and Knowledge Management http://colab.cim3.net/cgi-bin/wiki.pl?ExpeditionWorkshop/OpenCollaboration_NetworkingWikiInformationTechnology_2006_07_18 

3. August 15, 2006 at NSF - Open Collaboration: Networking Semantic Interoperability Across Distributed Organizations and Their Ontologies http://colab.cim3.net/cgi-bin/wiki.pl?ExpeditionWorkshop/OpenCollaboration_NetworkingSemanticInteroperability_2006_08_15
Please RSVP to niemann.brand@epa.gov indicating which dates you are interested in attending and designate either in person or remotely with your name and organization.

Also please note the Venue, Logistics, and Handling of Laptops to be Connected to the NSF Wireless Network information at http://colab.cim3.net/cgi-bin/wiki.pl?ExpeditionWorkshop/VenueLogistics_2006_06_20 and the Visiting NSF (http://www.nsf.gov/about/visit/) and Ballston Area Hotels (http://www.arlingtonvirginiausa.com/index.cfm/7140) links on each agenda Wiki page.

Brand Niemann, SICoP, Co-Chair

http://colab.cim3.net/cgi-bin/wiki.pl?BrandNiemann 

P.S. The are also free Special "Networking EA and KM" Events planned for July 26th and September 13th and the 5th Semantic Interoperability for E-Government (October 10-11th) and 2nd SOA for E-Government (October 30-31st) Conferences being planned and your participation in those is also most welcome. See http://colab.cim3.net/cgi-bin/wiki.pl?SICoP#nid2YXW

5. Summary Report for the Architecture and Infrastructure and Best Practice Committees, June 12, 2006

The Semantic Interoperability Community of Practice (SICoP) is working across the AIC and the Best Practices Committees to “achieve "semantic interoperability" and "semantic data integration" focused on the government sector” through conferences, white papers, and pilots (see SICoP Charter at http://colab.cim3.net/cgi-bin/wiki.pl?SICoP).

Benefit of the SOA for E-Government Conference, May 23-24, 2006.
Since Enterprise Architecture (EA) is evolving to Knowledge Management (KM) and agencies are starting to “sell KM for and as part of EA,” the SOA CoP as both a project of the Governance Subcommittee of the AIC and of SICoP of the Best Practices Committee is a way to network these two communities. See the Special Sessions at the itsGOV Conference, July 26th, and at the EA Conference, September 13th and the Second SOA for E-Government Conference, October 30-31st.
Excerpts - Should All Services Be Reusable? ZapFlash, By Jason Bloomberg
It is always encouraging to see that we're making steady progress toward a deeper understanding of Service-Oriented Architecture (SOA). One of the clues that we're making progress is that we are increasingly fielding questions regarding architecture, rather than implementation or infrastructure. At a recent conference, for example, we were quite encouraged when someone asked the question, "should all Services be reusable?"

On first glance, this question has a straightforward answer. After all, since one of the goals of SOA is to build reusable Services, then why shouldn't all of them be reusable? But upon further reflection, answering this question properly requires greater subtlety as well as deeper architectural thinking. This ZapFlash, therefore, not only explores the answer to this question, but also illustrates what we mean by deeper architectural thinking.

The ZapThink Take. Not only have we added shades of subtlety to the question of whether Services should be reusable, we've also put a fine point on the definition of reusability itself by distinguishing it from composability. This distinction is subtle because, after all, composition of Services can be a form of reuse whenever it's possible to compose one Service into multiple processes. Understanding the difference between the two concepts, however, goes right at the heart of understanding SOA itself. 

A Service would clearly be very reusable if there were a million Service consumers out there making regular use of the Service -- and that would be a good thing, to be sure. But that Service may not be composable if business users aren't able to find a way to incorporate it into composite applications that implement Service-oriented business processes (known as Service-Oriented Business Applications, or SOBAs). If a Service is truly composable, therefore, then the business should be able to find many ways to compose that Service into different SOBAs. Such composability is where the true business value of SOA lies.
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