5/16/2005
Activities Report #25 to the Architecture and Infrastructure Committee

and the Emerging Technology Subcommittee

From Brand Niemann
Chair, Semantic Interoperability Community of Practice
Best Practices Committee

1. Highlights (see http://web-services.gov for links)
May 16, 2005, Suggested Reading for Building and Using Ontologies in Support of the Semantic Interoperability Architecture (SIA). OWL: Representing Information Using the Web Ontology Language (Lee Lacy), Practical RDF (Shelly Powers), and Six W3C Documents in the DKR.

May 12, 2005, Call for Semantic Interoperability Architecture (SIA) Pilots Announced at the High Performance Government - SOA-led Organizational Transformation, Ronald Reagan Building and International Trade Center Rotunda, Washington, DC, and at the Forthcoming Management of Change Conference: Workshop - Realizing the Promise of Service-Oriented Architecture (SOA) Panel, May 25th, Philadelphia, PA. Vendors Are Encouraged to Use the FEA Reference Model Ontology and/or the Public Domain Database for Semantic Searching and Ontology Building in Repositories and Composite Applications and to Participate in the New Ontology and Taxonomy Coordinating (ONTAC) Working Group (Pat Cassidy, MITRE, Lead: pcassidy@mitre.org) in Preparation for the First Quarterly Data Reference Model Conference, June 13th at MITRE, and the Third Semantic Technologies for E-Government Conference in the Fall.

May 9, 2005, "State of SICoP" Prepared for Upcoming Status Reports/Presentations to the Chief Architects Forum (May 11th), DRM Working Group (May 16th), Collaborative Expedition Workshop (May 17th), CIO Council, Best Practices Committee, Architecture & Infrastructure Committee (May 19th), Taxonomy Tuesday (May 24th), and Management of Change Conference: Workshop - Realizing the Promise of Service-Oriented Architecture (SOA) Panel (May 25th).

May 3, 2005, Documentation for the FEA Reference Model Ontology Now Available in the Dynamic Knowledge Repository.

April 26, 2005, New SICoP Ontology and Taxonomy Coordinating WG Established and Charter Posted in Collaboration Wiki. Email Discussion Forums for General Discussion and Ontology and Tools Development Established (Contact pcassidy@mitre.org).

April 25, 2005, SWANS Conference Proceedings Available at the DAML Conference Web Site and the Dynamic Knowledge Repository.
2. Upcoming Meetings and Presentations (see http://web-services.gov for links)
May 17, 2005, Building Discernment Across Communities: Seeing Through Complexity Together, Collaborative Expedition Workshop #40, at NSF.

May 24, Taxonomy Tuesday at the National Academy of Sciences. SICoPs Role in the DRM.

May 25, Management of Change Conference: Workshop - Realizing the Promise of Service-Oriented Architecture (SOA) Panel, May 25th, Philadelphia, PA.

June 1-2, 2005, Web-Enabled Government Conference, Ronald Reagan Building and International Trade Center, Washington, DC.

June 13, 2005, Joint Meeting: First Quarterly DRM Public Forum and Sixth Quarterly Emerging Components Conference. 

June 27th (week of), 2005, E-Government Interoperability Workshop with Enterprise Ireland, Reach-Ireland, and the European Interoperability Framework.

June 29-30, SecurE-Biz CXO Summit Conference. SOA/ Web Services Track.

June 30, 2005, National Infrastructure for Community Statistics (NICS) Community of Practice.  Research Symposium: "The Emerging Tool Kit for NICS" at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, Washington, DC (by invitation).

July 19, 2005, Collaborative Expedition-Emerging Technology Workshop #42 at the NSF. Networking Communities of Practice and Their Dynamic Knowledge Repositories for Results.

September - October (two days), 2005, Third Semantic Technologies for E-Government Conference. Planning Committee Being Formed and Submissions to be Invited for Presentations, Trade Show and Tutorials.

September 19-21, 2005, Enterprise Architecture Conference, Ronald Reagan Building and International Trade Center, Washington, DC. Proposed Sessions on What's New and Exciting: FEA Action Plan 2005-2006, Model-Driven Architecture (FEA-RMO), and European Interoperability Framework.

November 14-18, 2005, XML Conference 2005, Atlanta Hilton, Atlanta, GA. Theme: From Syntax to Semantics. SICoP Representation on the Planning Committee Again This Year.
3. Draft Agenda for “Building Discernment Across Communities: Seeing Through Complexity Together,” Collaborative Expedition Workshop #40, at NSF, May 17, 2005
8:30 a.m. - Check-in, Lunch Order

8:45 a.m. - Welcome and Introduction – Susan Turnbull, GSA, Co-Chair, Emerging Technology Subcommittee (AIC) and Co-Chair, Social Economic and Workforce Implications of IT Coordinating Group, NITRD, AIC Representative, Data Reference Model WG

9:00 a.m. - Findings from Collaboratories: Readiness Factors for Predicting Collaboration Success, Judy S. Olson, Richard W. Pew Collegiate Professor of Human Computer Interaction, Professor of School of Information, Michigan Business School, and the Department of Psychology, University of Michigan

10:00 a.m. - Enterprise Architecture Data Reference Model Working Group and Public Forum – Mike Daconta, DHS, Meta Data Program Manager, Center of Excellence and Lead Agency, DRM WG

10:30 a.m. - BREAK

11:00 a.m. - Semantic Interoperability Community of Practice (SICoP), Brand Niemann, SICoP Chair, EPA

11:20 a.m. - National Infrastructure for Community Statistics Community of Practice, Andy Reamer, Brookings Institution

11:40 a.m. - Introduction to Reference Model Ontology approach to assist Communities of Practice find relevant sharing and collaboration pathways relative to Federal Enterprise Architecture goals for distributed information integration, Rick Murphy, Enterprise Architect, GSA (Federal Enterprise Architecture Reference Model Ontology developed by GSA as catalyst for innovation and competition; SICoP is leading socialization and CoP review.).
12:00 a.m. - Chief Architects Forum (CAF), Ira Grossman, Chair

12:20 a.m. - 1:20 p.m. - Networking Lunch

1:20 p.m.- Industry Advisory Council Shared Interest Groups

1:40 p.m. - Geospatial Community, Brenda Smith, GeoSpatial Information Officer, EPA and Kathy Covert, Project Manager, Geospatial Digital Rights Management Policy Forum and member, Federal Geospatial Data Consortium
2:00 p.m. - Introduction to W3C Working Groups, Rich Schwerdtfeger, Distinguished Engineer, SWG Accessibility Architect/Strategist, Emerging Technologies, Chair, IBM Accessibility Architecture Review Board

2:30 p.m. - 2:45 p.m. - BREAK

2:45 p.m. - Who is Here? Who is Missing? Reflections from Participants...Introduction to emerging tools for collaborative prototyping around distributed information integration

Government XML Community of Practice''', Owen Ambur, Co-Chair

http://ET.gov and Emerging Technology Life-Cycle Management Process

4:00 p.m. - ADJOURN

5. Draft Agenda for “E-Government Interoperability Workshop with Enterprise Ireland, Reach-Ireland, and the European Interoperability Framework”, June 27th (week of), 2005.
9:00– 10:00 On Software Freedom and Interoperability

Simon Phipps, Chief Technology Evangelist, Sun Microsystems

10:00-11:00 Achieving Business Agility with Service Enablement

Eric Newcomer, CTO, IONA Technologies

11:00 -11:30 Break and Networking

11:30-12:30 Joining Up Government Through Incremental Integration: A Criminal Justice Case Study

Warren Buckley – CTO and Co-Founder, Polarlake

12:30-1:30 Lunch

1:30-2:30 Service-Oriented Architecture in the Government Sector: Unlock your existing legacy assets without “rip-and-replace”

Annraí O'Toole, CEO, Cape Clear Software

2:30- 3:30 Only The Data Endures

Sean McGrath, CTO, Propylon

3:30- 4:30 Panel Session with Audience Questions
6. Summary Report for the Architecture and Infrastructure Full Committee Meeting, May 19, 2005
The Semantic Interoperability Community of Practice (SICoP) is working across the AIC and the Best Practices Committees to map its activities directly to the new FEA PMO Action Plan for 2005-2006 (March 2005) as follows:

Action Plan Section 3. 2005 FEA Strategic Initiatives

3.1 Articulate FEA Value and Build Trust with EA Partners

3.1.1 Refine the FEA Value Proposition

3.1.2 Develop and Implement a Communications Strategy

3.1.3 Gather and Share EA Case Studies
The SWANS Conference participants and trade show vendors are still being interviewed for input to the “Business Use Case for Semantic Technologies and Standards” along with Agency CIOs, Knowledge Management Officers, Chief Architects, etc. The “State of SICoP” Briefing has been provided to the CIO Council’s Program Manager, the Best Practices and Architecture and Infrastructure Committees, the Chief Architect Forum, and the DRM WG among others. Specifically, Navy CIO David Wennergren’s staff (Co-chair of the Best Practices Committee) was briefed and interviewed last week at their request and the new Semantic Interoperability Architecture (SIA) Pilots were explained.
Action Plan Section 3.2 Evolve the FEA to Drive Results

3.2.1 Establish and Implement a Governance Framework

The results of the SICoP-lead review of the FEA Reference Model Ontology is being feed into the AIC Governance Task which is to be discussed at the May 19th AIC meeting. The Federated Repository Pilot is considered to be an excellent example of the use of the FEA-RMO in a state-of-the-art tool to promote governance through the use of a standardize FEA RM terminology.
3.2.2 Link the PRM to the PART Framework

Work on the new SICoP Pilot project to demonstrate the use of Semantic Technologies and Standards in linking the FEA PRM (OWL), the OMB PART, and the OMB A-300 (XSD) continues using a best-of-breed composite application platform that supports multiple business process ontologies. A status report was distributed at the April 21st AIC meeting and periodic status reports will be provided to the Chief Architect and AIC on this pilot which is planned for completion in September.
3.2.3 Align Enterprise Architecture to Agency Strategic Planning

Work on the SICoP Region 4 Pilot Project that is demonstrating the value of EA through “line of sight” in ontology-driven information systems and linkage to agency strategic plans continues and is planned for completion in September. The “Putting Context to Work: Semantic Keys to Improve First Response” Fact Sheet and Briefing from the SWANS Conference has been provided to DOT, DHS, and others that expressed interest following the SICoP briefing at the April 21st AIC meeting.
3.2.4 Complete the Development of the Data Reference Model

SICoP is actively supporting the DRM Working Group with several Semantic Technology Profiles and has shown how the W3C’s Semantic Web Architecture can be mapped to the DRM Volume Strategy and is being used as a framework for the Semantic Interoperability Architecture (SIA) in which ontologies are used as the basis for repositories and composite applications.
3.2.5 Engineer the FEA to Standardize Linkages between Reference Models

The FEA-RMO is being implemented in a best-of-breed composite application platform that supports multiple business process ontologies to show how it can be used to build semantically interoperable repositories and composite applications that use those linkages in Model –Driven Architectures (MDA) and Service – Oriented Architectures (SOA).

3.2.6 Guide the Development of the Security and Privacy Profile

3.2.7 Launch a Records Management Profile

SICoP is still discussing these subjects in connection with the completion of the Module 2 White Paper on The Business Case for Semantic Technologies and the Module 3 White Paper on Implementation of the Semantic Web.
3.2.8 Create a Geospatial Profile

The new Open GIS Consortium’s “Geospatial Semantic Web Interoperability Experiment” ontologies, the Drexel University Geospatial Ontologies, and others are being included in the work of the new SICoP Ontology and Taxonomy Coordinating WG lead by Pat Cassidy of MITRE to support the Geospatial Profile, the DRM WG, and the FEA in general.
3.2.9 Develop an Enterprise Architecture Glossary of Terms

The work on 3.2.2 (Link the PRM to the PART Framework) supports this item. The approach is to “search everything, everywhere” and extract the semantic concepts and examples of their context. The Dynamic Knowledge Repository of EA Terms and their relationships will be expanded based on the discussions at the Chief Architect Forum meeting of May 11th.
3.3 Develop and Evolve the Lines of Business and Other Collaborative Opportunities

3.3.1 Support the Identification of New Lines of Business

3.3.2 Support the IT Security Line of Business

3.3.3 Guide Agency Transition Planning Towards Common Solutions

3.3.4 Support the Integration of the E-Government and LoB Initiative Architectures

SICoP continues to build an ontology of the National Health Information Network (NHIN) (Health Line of Business) and has started the Ontology and Taxonomy Coordinating Work Group (ONTAC WG). The Senior Science Advisor for Information Technology in the Office of the Director of the Agency for Health Care Research and Quality and others have recently asked to participate in this pilot and new SICoP WG and have been welcomed.
3.3.5 Enhance the Value and Business Benefits of Collaboration Tools
The Federated Repository Pilot (Logic Library/Noblestar) was presented at FOSE 2005 and demonstrated to OMB and others recently.
3.4 Measuring EA Value with the EA Assessment Program

SICoP is still discussing this subject in connection with the completion of the Module 2 White Paper on The Business Case for Semantic Technologies.
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