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E-Forms for E-Gov Pilot

The story of one pilot projects’ success and operationalization.

In late December 2002, Mark Forman and Tony Frater requested the Solution Architects Working Group (SAWG) recommend how to reduce redundancy and increase interoperability across the government in all the E-Forms solutions being used and requested. The SAWG assigned this to the XML Web Services Working Group (Brand Niemann, Chair and SAWG Member) which is part of the Emerging Technology Subcommittee of the Architecture and Infrastructure Committee (AIC) of the CIO Council.

The E-Forms for E-Gov Pilot was formally launched on February 6th by the SAWG and the XML Web Services Working Group to about 40 agency representatives. The E-Grants E-Gov Initiative immediately requested that the pilot focus on its needs for their Common Broker Portal and the pilot delivered the XML Schema for the SF424 using a tool developed in another pilot, the XML Collaborator, and a suggested XML Web Services architecture shortly thereafter. This pilot is still continuing its work with about 50 Federal and vendor participants for about 6 more months. See http://www.fenestra.com/eforms for more details.
E-Grants and other E-Gov Initiatives then requested the SAWG do a related pilot to “Assess the Readiness of XML Web Services for a Complete E-Gov Initiative” like E-Grants, etc. and the SAWG again assigned this to the XML Web Services Working Group and the results of that pilot will be delivered to the SAWG, AIC Committee and Subcommittees Members and E-Gov Program Managers this coming Monday at the White House Conference Center (see http://web-services-gov, under Upcoming Meetings and Presentations for more information). Eight vendors so far (e.g. Adobe, Microsoft, etc.) have produced results to begin to populate a Components Registry and Repository.
Recently OMB directed the Business Compliance One-Stop E-Gov (BCOS) Initiative to prepare a revised business case incorporating the E-Forms for E-Gov Pilot results for use in a next phase (Trucker One-Stop) which is scheduled to be released in the fall as part of the 50th anniversary of the SBA. The BCOS prepared the revised business case and is in discussions with the E-Forms for E-Gov Pilot and three other pilots of the XML Web Services Working Group to operationalize them for this purpose.

A related pilot is working to help the Census Bureau move its outstanding E-Forms tool (GIDS) into the open source community so other agencies and the Canadian government can use and support its wider use with the approval of Commerce CIO Tom Pyke.
