Announcement 

Washington, D.C., September 1, 2004  -- SICoP (Semantic Interoperability Community of Practice), a Special Interest Group within the Knowledge Management Working Group (KMWG, km.gov) sponsored by the Best Practices Committee of the Chief Information Officers Council, today announced the release of its first executive brief, titled "Introducing the Semantic Web Technologies: Harnessing the Power of Information Semantics."   
The executive brief is the first publication of SICoP's white paper series, which consists of three modules.  The white paper series will introduce the Semantic Web and its technologies. They will assert that these technologies are substantial progressions in information theory and not yet another “silver bullet” technology promising to cure all IT ills.  

The executive brief is written for agency executives, IT management, and enterprise architects interested in a high level overview of the Semantic Web and its related technologies.  Subsequent publications will provide a more in-depth technical overview, along with real-world use cases and a roadmap for semantic web technologies implementation whereby an agency can gauge its progress and schedule future projects that take advantage of these new technologies.

"Moving to Semantic Web technologies from their predecessors is like transitioning from traditional film cameras to digital cameras," says the SICoP Module 1 Team Lead Jie-hong Morrison, a taxonomy and search engine consultant from Computer Technologies Consultants, Inc.  "It is a brand new dimension offering a whole new set of possibilities."

"We are very excited about the release of this brief,” says Dr. Brand Niemann from EPA, the SICoP Co-Chair. “This has been a very interesting and rewarding experience for the CIO Council Architecture & Infrastructure (AIC) and Best Practices (BP) Committees that I work for.   A CIO Council Web Services Working Group emerging technology pilot project started in early 2003 by TopQuadrant, Inc. has now led to two Semantic Technologies Conferences and a new book on Semantic Interoperability, and fostered SICoP itself and the White Paper Series offering practical insights for semantic technology implementation across the government.”

The executive brief will be initially distributed at the Army Knowledge Symposium, Fort Lauderdale, FL (August 30, 2004) and at the Second Semantic Technologies for E-Government Conference hosted by The MITRE Corporation, McLean, VA (September 8th – 9th, 2004).

 See the following Web sites for more information:  

http://www.topquadrant.com/conferences/sept8_2004/stgov04.htm
http://web-services.gov
http://12.158.152.7/ev_en.php?ID=1002_201&ID2=DO_COMMUNITY


Semantic Interoperability Community of Practice Charter
(as amended based on April 14, 2004, meeting discussion)

The Semantic Interoperability Community of Practice (SICoP) is established by a group of individuals for the purpose of achieving "semantic interoperability" and "semantic data integration" focused on the government sector. The SICoP seeks to enable Semantic Interoperability, specifically the "operationalizing" of these technologies and approaches, through online conversation, meetings, tutorials, conferences, pilot projects, and other activities aimed at developing and disseminating best practices.  The individuals making up this CoP represent a broad range of government organizations and the industry and academic partners that support them. However, the SICoP claims neither formal nor implied endorsements by the organizations represented. The SICoP is a Special Interest Group (SIG) within the Knowledge Management Working Group (KMWG) sponsored by the Best Practices Committee of the Chief Information Officers Council, (CIOC) in partnership with the XML Working Group, among others.  Both the SICoP and its parent KMWG serve as interagency bodies to bring the benefits of the government's intellectual assets to all Federal organizations, customers, and partners. The SICoP through the Working Group will communicate its actions and findings to the Committee, the CIO Council and its member agencies, although its main purpose to support CoP members in their efforts to make the Semantic Web operational in their agencies.
