Collaborative Networks Break Down Barriers to E-Government and Small Business Development

Conference Seeks to Network Innovative Technologies with Agencies and Investors

( An eGov Program Manager asks how he can achieve “break through” performance in his eGov Initiative.

( A Federal Enterprise Architect asks where he can find reusable components to architect his eGov Initiative.

( An SBIR (Small Business Innovation Research Program) Program Manager asks where he can find investors so his Phase III SBIR Projects can reach commercial (government) markets.

( Individual investors ask how they can network to pool to investment resources and minimize investment risk.

( Small businesses ask how they can attract government funding and get on the GSA Schedule.

( CIOs and CTOs ask how they can discover the best practices from Grid computing. 

( Large Businesses ask how they can discover innovation prototypes with proven value to their customers.

( The federal research and scientific grid community ask how they can foster technology transfer to sustain the broadest benefits of grid computing as new communities explore adoption? 

( The Open Standards/Open Source Groups ask how they can participate in eGov Initiatives.

( Finally, everyone asks, how can the next evolution of Internet components, with standard, open and general purpose protocols and interfaces, foster the collaborative problem-solving and resource-brokering platforms needed to improve public health and safety?

These questions are answered by the Emerging Technology Component “Break Through Performance” Life Cycle of Vivisimo.Com:

A product of Phases I and II of the National Science Foundation’s SBIR.

A product of the Phase III SBIR from Innovation Works – A Community Investment Group Fostered by the National Association of Seed and Venture Funds.

Highly Recommendation by the NSF SBIR Program Manager for Our First Quarterly Emerging Technology Components Conference, October 20, 2003, at the White House Conference Center (see componenttechnology.org).

Sets the Standard for “Break Through Performance” for eGov:

Sustainable Business Model/Profitable (Vivisimo well over $1 million/year within two years).

Open Standards/Interoperable/Reusable (e.g. works with FirstGov!)

Product Commercialization and Procurement (Available through GSA Schedule-SBIR Phase II).

Publicity (e.g. Washington Post Express, January 6, 2004, “Googles to Come”.

The CIO Council’s Emerging Technology Subcommittee representing the Federal eGov and Enterprise Architecture communities in cooperation with other major communities of practice like the Small Business Administration’s SBIR, the National Association of Seed and Venture Funds, and the Open Standards and Open Source Standards Groups have created componenttechnology.org to foster a component technology market place.

The Second Quarterly Emerging Technology Components Conference, January 26, 2004, at the White House Conference Center (see componenttechnology.org) sought to foster “State Citizen Entrepreneurs” from Arizona, Delaware, and Maryland, by featuring the innovation technologies of 13 companies from those three states and the state economic development, SBIR, and investment infrastructure that supports them. These companies provide B2B gateways, construction information life cycle management, goal achievement execution, unmanned aerial vehicle control (U.S. Army SBIR), XML data mapping server, wireless network security with no servers, resource access-based security, software for location-independent computing, biometric-based security, network scanner-based security, plug-n-play XML appliances, enterprise software testing, and reliability and security testing software.

Collaborative Networks Create New Synergy

Bringing the right people together to foster a component technology marketplace may be the right route because although people from these various communities have the need to interact, they often lack a forum.

FOSE presents the perfect forum. At FOSE, e-government program managers and teams, portfolio managers, small business, SBIR program managers, representatives from grid computing, standards organizations, and those from the angel and venture capital community will gather at the Third Quarterly Emerging Technology Components Conference.  

The ultimate goal of the three-day conference will be to break down barriers, create new synergies, and to help government procure new components. The resulting entity will be more agile, and be able reduce the cycle time for e-government projects. 
“We want an e-government program manager to say, there’s a component from a small business that I can use in my e-government initiative,’’ said Brand Niemann, Enterprise Architecture Team, Environmental Protection Agency, and member of the Emerging Technology Subcommittee of the CIO Council’s Architecture and Infrastructure Committee. We want a venture capitalist to say, there’s a promising company coming through the SBIR process that looks attractive for Phase Three investment. We want a small company to say, I just don’t know how to get from phase two to three, but I’ve heard the experience of another small company and that helps me.”

Throughout the conference, attendees can take advantage of a full agenda relating to architecture and standards issues, intergovernmental practices, e-government pilots, technology transfer, and investment opportunities.

“By bringing e-government. solutions from around the country to FOSE, the federal and state government can see what these companies have and latch on to them,’’ said Tony Stanco, Associate Director, Open Source and eGovernment, Cyber Security Policy and Research Institute, George Washington University, and member of the Advisory Board of Componenttechnology.org. “Hopefully, some venture capitalist will see the government’s interest in these companies and fund them so they can grow and produce more emerging technology components.”

Bringing in new technologies that are built on open standards and collaboration may require a culture change. 

“By opening up these circles of communication you hopefully set into motion faster innovation diffusion and faster time to market,’’ said Susan Turnbull, Senior Program Advisor, Office of Intergovernmental Solutions, General Services Administration and member of the Emerging Technology Subcommittee of the CIO Council’s Architecture and Infrastructure Committee. “That bodes well for every physical community, large or small throughout our country, for continued economic growth.”

End.

Background on the ET SC mission:

Emerging Technology Subcommitee, Architecture & Infrastructure Committtee

The mission is to provide a foresight mechanism that draws from FEA reference models and the capital planning and investment control process to create greater synergy between technology push cycles and market pull cycles in order to support a performance-based framework for innovation prototyping and adoption.  

