Emerging Technology Subcommittee

Emerging Components Conference Series
Participation

Participation in the Emerging Component Technology (ET) Conferences will be sought across the Federal 

Government and beyond to include: current and new communities of interest for E-Government initiatives, solutions architects, portfolio managers, e-Gov teams, and counterparts with shared goals from state, local, and tribal government, non-governmental organizations, voluntary standards organizations, universities, and associations for entrepreneurs, IT R&D, vendors, and venture capitalists. 

Purpose

The ET Conference series, sponsored by the Emerging Technology Subcommittee, Architecture and Infrastructure Committee (AIC), CIO Council will speed the emergence of a Federal Enterprise Architecture (FEA) with lasting value, through Component-based Technology.  The purpose of FEA, led by OMB, is to identify opportunities to simplify processes and unify work across the Federal agencies and within the lines of business of the Federal Government. The outcome of this effort will be a more citizen-centered, customer-focused government that maximizes technology investments to better achieve missions. 

The ET Conference series will highlight component technologies, validation processes, and public asset management trends with the potential to result in breakthrough improvements in speed, value and quality of e-services, while mitigating risks. As stewards for the principles of fairness, openness, and fiscal soundness in societal tools and services, the ET Conference participants will become more proactive and discerning about the quality of e-service approaches and underlying technical components earlier in the development cycle.  

The Federal Government has historically supported state and local initiatives through legislation providing for financial support.  In the past, funding from these programs has been "program," or purpose specific, and has led to the implementation of different computer systems with limited purposes in state, local, and tribal governments. Many of these "stove-pipe" systems are incapable of sharing information and perpetuate, rather than alleviate, inefficient methods of transacting business and sharing information. 
The emerging role of the Federal Government, in order to solve urgent communication and information sharing problems, collaboratively with state, local, and tribal systems, is to facilitate "enterprise-wide" component technology solutions, through common reference models and multi-partner planning. Although the Federal role is not to mandate technology design, coordination is critical to the development of information systems within an "enterprise framework;" a broad, yet defined set of principles, standards, and policies for information integration.  

The ET Conferences will support a coordinated change management capability for widespread adoption of the FEA, in order to retain the greatest value from infrastructure assets over time, within a complex environment of perpetual technology transition.  

Goals

(  Development of FEA using methods that will enable its value to be commonly understood and shared

(  Performance models of realistic business scenarios to anticipate mission outcomes and mitigate risks 

(  Faster transfer of validated capabilities for FEA adoption, through registry/repository creation and pilots 

(  Better discernment of FEA tradeoffs as established and emerging component technologies compete, converge and advance

(  Greater FEA valuation and longer lifecycles of modular components through market-based, open standards technologies and decreased usage of stove-piped or proprietary technologies (OMB Circular A-119)

